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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" is a composite portrait
of the individuals who wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other
manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo Geniza. Most of the
fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be
thrown away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to
Cambridge University Library and other libraries around the world. Professor
Goitein devoted the last thirty years of his long and productive life to their study,
deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a
"marvelous treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of
the society that created them.

It is a rich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and
conducted their economic and social affairs. The first and second volumes
describe the economic foundations of the society and the institutions and social
and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining
material, intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way
people lived, blossomed into three volumes, devoted respectively to the family,
daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but helpful because of
the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passages in his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The
result is an incomparably clear and immediate impression of how it was in the
Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth century.

Volume V, subtitled The Individual, draws a portrait of the individual—a social
person who mingled within the community; addressed the challenges of poverty,
illness, aging, and death; possessed friends, enemies, and lovers; prayed and
responded within a religious community; learned, created, thought and taught.

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621


 Download A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of ...pdf

 Read Online A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520221621


A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the
Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo
Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA)

By S. D. Goitein

A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents
of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) By S. D. Goitein

This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" is a composite portrait of the individuals who
wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo
Geniza. Most of the fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be thrown
away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to Cambridge University Library and
other libraries around the world. Professor Goitein devoted the last thirty years of his long and productive
life to their study, deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a "marvelous
treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of the society that created them.

It is a rich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. The first and second volumes describe the economic foundations of the society and the
institutions and social and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining material,
intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way people lived, blossomed into three
volumes, devoted respectively to the family, daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but
helpful because of the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passages in his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The result is an incomparably
clear and immediate impression of how it was in the Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth
century.

Volume V, subtitled The Individual, draws a portrait of the individual—a social person who mingled within
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Editorial Review

Review
"The work is remarkable for its sheer magnitude, but more particularly for the humane sensibility and
imagination, the skill, and the formidable learning that it reflects."--"The Haskins Medal Committee

From the Inside Flap

"One of the best comprehensive histories of a culture in this century."—Amos Funkenstein, Stanford
University

About the Author

S. D. Goitein (1900-1985), scholar, administrator, professor, and author of 500 or more books and articles in
Hebrew and English, worked at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton until his death. A
Mediterranean Society was awarded the Haskins Medal of the Medieval Society after publication of the first
two volumes. Subsequent volumes received the National Jewish Book Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Hoffman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the
Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern
Center, UCLA).

Nicholas Schindler:

The actual book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the
Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.



Kari Annis:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish
Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual
(Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dianne Haire:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish
Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual
(Near Eastern Center, UCLA) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the
Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern
Center, UCLA) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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