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In  A Syntax of Substance, David Adger proposes a new approach to phrase
structure that eschews functional heads and labels structures exocentrically. His
proposal simultaneously simplifies the syntactic system and restricts the range of
possible structures, ruling out the ubiquitous (remnant) roll-up derivations and
forcing a separation of arguments from their apparent heads. This new system
has a number of empirical consequences, which Adger explores in the domain of
relational nominals across different language families, including Germanic,
Romance, Celtic, Polynesian, and Semitic. He shows that the relationality of such
nouns as hand, edge, or mother -- which seem to have as part of their meaning a
relation between substances -- is actually part of the syntactic representation in
which they are used rather than an inherent part of their meaning. This empirical
outcome follows directly from the new syntactic system, as does a novel analysis
of PP complements to nouns and possessors. Given this, he argues that nouns
can, in general, be thought of as simply specifications of substance,
differentiating them from true predicates.

A Syntax of Substance offers an innovative contribution to debates in theoretical
syntax about the nature of syntactic representations and how they connect to
semantic interpretation and linear order.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book has many interesting ideas that are likely to shape the future of generative syntax.

(Linguistic Analysis)

About the Author
David Adger is Professor of Linguistics at Queen Mary, University of London, and the author of Core
Syntax: A Minimalist Approach.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Derek Winter:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs).

John Valdez:

The book A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open and read a publication A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry
Monographs). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Gloria White:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This A Syntax of Substance
(Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Mike Edwards:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry
Monographs) as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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