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It started out as an ordinary summer. But the minute thirteen-year-old Zinny
covered the old, overgrown trail that ran through the woods behind her family's
house, she realized that things were about to change.

Right from the start, Zinny knew that uncovering the trail would be more than
just a summer project. It was her chance to finally make people notice her, and to
have a place she could call her very own. But more than that, Zinny knew that the
trail somehow held the key to all kinds of questions. And that -- the only way to
understand her family, her Aunt Jessie's death, and herself, was to find out where
it went.

From the author of the Newbery Medal-winning Walk Two Moons, here is an
intricately woven tale of a young girl who sets out in search of her place in the
world -- and discovers it in her own backyard.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Always the quiet (and often forgotten) middle child in a bustling family, Zinnia's life begins to change when
she stumbles upon a hidden, overgrown pathway that stretches from the edge of her family's farm into the
great unknown. Determined to find where the path leads, Zinnia begins the daunting task of uncovering
brambles and weeds along every inch of its length. In powerful, honest, down-home prose, Newbery-winner
Sharon Creech delivers a dazzling portrait of a girl who's not afraid to journey into her family's mysterious
past in order to find her own way into adulthood. Watching Zinnia bloom will warm your heart.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8. Creech returns to Appalachia in this story of 13-year-old Zinny, a middle child struggling to find
and accept herself plus look for a way to come to terms with the death of her beloved Aunt Jessie and her
feelings of responsibility for that death. The novel revolves around an old overgrown trail that Zinny
discovers and proceeds to resurrect. Meanwhile, her admirer, Jake Boone, is persistent about bringing her
presents yet fails to convince her he is not really after her sister, May, as so many other boys have been.
Uncle Nate seems to be losing touch with reality after his wife's death, and guilt rooted in the past resurfaces
to confuse Zinny, who comes to feel that the trail she is uncovering will somehow bring sanity, safety, and a
sense of identity to her life. It does, but in ways she could never have predicted. The journey for Zinny and
readers is intriguing, delightful, and touching. Reminiscent of many novels about the rural South with
wonderfully quirky characters and a focus on the setting of the natural world, this story seems much fresher
and tangibly more in the present than most. Not as complex as Creech's Walk Two Moons (HarperCollins,
1994), there is still plenty to discuss such as the symbolism of the redbird in the title and the ethical issues
surrounding Jake's gifts and Zinny's mistrust of his affection for her.?Carol A. Edwards, Minneapolis Public
Library
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6^-9. Thirteen-year-old Zinny Taylor is on a mission. She wants to clear the overgrown trail that begins
on her family farm and strew it with zinnias. She wants to do something important, and she wants to do it
alone. Perhaps if she can complete her project, she will also untangle family secrets about her dead aunt and
cousin and the ghost her uncle sees and will come to understand the passion a local boy has forher--or is it
for her sister? Creech's work is ambitious, and in some aspects, she succeeds admirably. The
characterizations are strong, especially the subtly shaded Zinny, who has her feet in both girlhood and
adolescence, the past and the present. But Zinny's trailblazing as a metaphor for her perilous journey of self-
discovery is overdone and, at times, flat-out unbelievable (Zinny's parents actually allow her to spend weeks
camping alone in the Kentucky hills). A choice for better readers, who will find much to admire and who
have the ability to move through the book's more ponderous moments. Ilene Cooper

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lola Paolucci:

This Chasing Redbird book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Chasing
Redbird without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Chasing Redbird can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Chasing
Redbird having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Deborah Oneal:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Chasing Redbird can be fine book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Carl Kile:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Chasing Redbird publication written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Chasing Redbird as good book not merely by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

William Kelley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Chasing Redbird.
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