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On August 18, 1648, with no relief from the siege in sight, the royalist garrison
holding Colchester Castle surrendered and Oliver Cromwell's army firmly ended
the rule of Charles I of England. To send a clear message to the fallen monarch,
the rebels executed four of the senior officers captured at the castle. Yet still, the
king refused to accept he had lost the war. As France and other allies mobilized
in support of Charles, a tribunal was hastily gathered and a death sentence was
passed. On January 30, 1649, the King of England was executed. This is the
account of the fifty-nine regicides, the men who signed Charles I's death warrant.

Recounting a little-known corner of British history, Charles Spencer explores
what happened when the Restoration arrived. From George Downing, the chief
plotter, to Richard Ingoldsby, who claimed he was forced to sign his name by his
cousin Oliver Cromwell, and from those who returned to the monarchist cause
and betrayed their fellow regicides to those that fled the country in an attempt to
escape their punishment, Spencer examines the long-lasting, far-reaching
consequences not only for those who signed the warrant, but also for those who
were present at the trial and for England itself.

A powerful tale of revenge from the dark heart of England's past, and a unique
contribution to seventeenth-century history, Killers of the King tells the
incredible story of the men who dared to assassinate a monarch.
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On August 18, 1648, with no relief from the siege in sight, the royalist garrison holding Colchester Castle
surrendered and Oliver Cromwell's army firmly ended the rule of Charles I of England. To send a clear
message to the fallen monarch, the rebels executed four of the senior officers captured at the castle. Yet still,
the king refused to accept he had lost the war. As France and other allies mobilized in support of Charles, a
tribunal was hastily gathered and a death sentence was passed. On January 30, 1649, the King of England
was executed. This is the account of the fifty-nine regicides, the men who signed Charles I's death warrant.

Recounting a little-known corner of British history, Charles Spencer explores what happened when the
Restoration arrived. From George Downing, the chief plotter, to Richard Ingoldsby, who claimed he was
forced to sign his name by his cousin Oliver Cromwell, and from those who returned to the monarchist cause
and betrayed their fellow regicides to those that fled the country in an attempt to escape their punishment,
Spencer examines the long-lasting, far-reaching consequences not only for those who signed the warrant, but
also for those who were present at the trial and for England itself.

A powerful tale of revenge from the dark heart of England's past, and a unique contribution to seventeenth-
century history, Killers of the King tells the incredible story of the men who dared to assassinate a monarch.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a pacy, well-researched and beautifully written story of intrigue, betrayal and Realpolitik, but above
all cold-blooded institutionalized revenge on a massive international scale. No-one will ever see ‘the Merry
Monarch' Charles II in the same way again. Little did the regicides guess when they signed Charles I's death
warrant that they were effectively also signing their own.” ?Andrew Roberts, author of NAPOLEON AND
WELLINGTON

“Accomplished and gruesome, this masterful account of the fate of the regicides breaks all barriers in
weaving the lives--and the grim fates--of many into a seamless, pacy and riveting read, underpinned by the
depth of scholarship for which Charles Spencer is renowned. An exceptional and highly original history
book that sheds new light on one of England's bloodiest episodes.” ?Alison Weir, author of HENRY VIII:
THE KING AND HIS COURT

“Imagine The Odessa File re-shaped to the contours of the 17th century, and you will have some idea of the
pleasure to be had in reading Killers Of The King. The virtues of a thriller and of scholarship are potently
combined.” ?Tom Holland, author of RUBICON: THE LAST YEARS OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

“Outstanding: a thrilling tale of retribution and bloody sacrifice, unflinching idealism and craven miscreancy.
In fluent, measured, often witty prose, Killers of the King brilliantly evokes that febrile time when the
hunters became the hunted and vengeance was avenged. Like all the best history books, it succeeds not only
in telling a remarkable story, but also in illuminating the entire age.” ?Jessie Childs, author of GOD'S
TRAITORS: TERROR AND FAITH IN ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND

“This is a worthwhile examination of an often ignored aspect of English history.” ?Booklist

“While many readers already know the story's end, Spencer purposefully builds anticipation over which men
suffer excruciating death and which ones literally get away with murder.” ?Publishers Weekly

“A gripping account of the aftermath of Britain's revolution, during which both sides fought for justice and
Christianity and behaved despicably.” ?starred review, Kirkus

“Spencer (Blenheim) has taken a novel approach to the history of the English Civil War (1642-51) and the
Restoration that began in 1660. Rather than focusing on battles or court intrigues, Spencer gives the accounts
of the regicides: the men who signed the warrant to have Charles I (1600-49) executed. This is an ambitious
project as 59 men in total signed the document . . . This account is readable and entertaining . . . Spencer's
excellent popular history will appeal to fans of Alison Weir and those interested in British history.” ?Library
Journal

“The author is a practiced writer with an eye for striking details.” ?Wall Street Journal

“This is one of history's great manhunt stories, expertly, briskly told. Spencer is a graceful and particularly
evenhanded writer, and he lets these 70 men's stories carry their own weight and speak their own lessons on
justice, loyalty and allegiance, and the strange and oftentimes fatal turns they take.” ?Dallas Morning News



“Charles Spencer has written a book that is equal parts detective novel, thriller and horror story.” ?The
Historical Novel Society

“British author and historian Charles Spencer brings to light a riveting, historic tale of powerful revenge, and
its centuries-long consequences, surrounding the execution of Charles I.” ?New Canaan Advertiser

"Charles Spencer’s Killers of the King tautly brings out the human drama of the regicides in 1649 who
executed Charles I." ?World Magazine

About the Author
Charles Spencer was educated at Eton College and obtained his degree in Modern History at Magdalen
College, Oxford. He is the author of four books, including the Sunday Times bestseller Blenheim: The Battle
for Europe (shortlisted for the British National Book Awards History Book of the Year) and Prince Rupert:
The Last Cavalier. He lives in Northampton, England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Danny Whittemore:

Killers of the King: The Men Who Dared to Execute Charles I can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Killers of the King: The
Men Who Dared to Execute Charles I yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Diane Gibbons:

The book untitled Killers of the King: The Men Who Dared to Execute Charles I contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in
the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Stanley Wells:

This Killers of the King: The Men Who Dared to Execute Charles I is fresh way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Killers of the King: The Men Who
Dared to Execute Charles I can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this



publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life along with knowledge.

Salvador Swain:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Killers of the King: The Men Who Dared to Execute
Charles I can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Killers of the
King: The Men Who Dared to Execute Charles I.
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