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Our Time Is Now

We have entered an age of disruption. Financial collapse, climate change,
resource depletion, and a growing gap between rich and poor are but a few of the
signs. Otto Scharmer and Katrin Kaufer ask, why do we collectively create
results nobody wants? Meeting the challenges of this century requires updating
our economic logic and operating system from an obsolete “ego-system” focused
entirely on the well-being of oneself to an eco-system awareness that emphasizes
the well-being of the whole. Filled with real-world examples, this thought-
provoking guide presents proven practices for building a new economy that is
more resilient, intentional, inclusive, and aware.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A watershed! An inspiring, practical weaving of the inner and outer dimensions of the systemic changes so
many around the world are now working toward.”
—Peter Senge, Senior Lecturer, MIT Sloan School of Management; Founding Chair, Society for
Organizational Learning; and author of The Fifth Discipline

“Scharmer and Kaufer have succeeded in writing the book that has the potential to transform civilization
from one based on a rapacious, ego-driven economics to a viable, ecological, awareness-based model. This is
a must-read for anyone who cares. It may well be the single most important book you ever read.”
—Arthur Zajonc, President, Mind and Life Institute, and author of Meditation as Contemplative
Inquiry

“Scharmer and Kaufer provide a creative and practical approach to shifting our economies. I see business as
a movement, and this book shares that movement with the world, offering us inspiration to tap into the
deeper levels of our humanity and urging us to transform the crises of our times.”
—Eileen Fisher, founder, Eileen Fisher, Inc.

“The shift to an eco-system economy is emerging everywhere around us. Otto’s and Katrin’s clarity in
identifying that this shift requires change-makers to expand our thinking from the head to the heart has
helped me to be more intentional in designing processes to awaken the hearts of entrepreneurs everywhere.
This is a necessary condition for the emergence of the new economy.”
—Michelle Long, Executive Director, Business Alliance for Local Living Economies

“The purpose of business is to enhance the well-being of society. The 4.0 framework for transforming
capitalism matters because it addresses a blind spot in our current discourse: how to create institutional
innovations that could shift our economy from ego- to eco-system awareness at the scale of the whole.”
—Guilherme Peirão Leal, founder and Cochairman, Natura Cosméticos

About the Author

Otto Scharmer is a senior lecturer at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and cofounder of the
Presencing Institute and the Global Wellbeing and Gross National Happiness Lab. He is the author of Theory
U and a coauthor of Presence.

Katrin Kaufer is research director at the Presencing Institute and a research fellow with the MIT CoLab.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Depew:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can



add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Leading from the Emerging Future: From Ego-System to Eco-
System Economies. Try to make the book Leading from the Emerging Future: From Ego-System to Eco-
System Economies as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Krystal Harris:

In other case, little persons like to read book Leading from the Emerging Future: From Ego-System to Eco-
System Economies. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book Leading from the Emerging Future: From Ego-System to Eco-System
Economies. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Martin Elkins:

The reason why? Because this Leading from the Emerging Future: From Ego-System to Eco-System
Economies is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Rebecca Wheeler:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer is usually Leading from the Emerging Future: From Ego-System to Eco-System Economies why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.
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