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In LIKE LIFE, Lorrie Moore turns her wry and razor-sharp gaze on men and
women seeking connections with one another, leading lives that are something
like-but mysteriously not like-the good lives they once wistfully envisioned for
themselves. In "Two Boys," a woman juggling two relationships, which come to
represent opposite poles of dissatisfaction for her, settles for the guilt-ridden,
sometimes hallucinatory, strangely exalted state between the two. And in "Vissi
d'Arte," a young, idealistic playwright sees himself moving toward
accomplishment while his life is actually disintegrated in startling ways. With an
astonishing agile use of language, Lorrie Moore depicts characters who stave off
despair with touching sarcasm and a dark humor that somehow soars. The New
York Times has celebrated her "enormous talent." This superb new collection of
eight stories confirms her place as one of the most compelling writers at work
today.
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In LIKE LIFE, Lorrie Moore turns her wry and razor-sharp gaze on men and women seeking connections
with one another, leading lives that are something like-but mysteriously not like-the good lives they once
wistfully envisioned for themselves. In "Two Boys," a woman juggling two relationships, which come to
represent opposite poles of dissatisfaction for her, settles for the guilt-ridden, sometimes hallucinatory,
strangely exalted state between the two. And in "Vissi d'Arte," a young, idealistic playwright sees himself
moving toward accomplishment while his life is actually disintegrated in startling ways. With an astonishing
agile use of language, Lorrie Moore depicts characters who stave off despair with touching sarcasm and a
dark humor that somehow soars. The New York Times has celebrated her "enormous talent." This superb
new collection of eight stories confirms her place as one of the most compelling writers at work today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Short stories chronicle the "like lives" (as opposed to love lives) of misfits whose romantic endeavors have
gone awry. "Wondrously witty," said PW. "With gallows humor and unfailing understanding, Moore evokes
her characters' quiet desperation and valiant searches for significance."
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Sharply rendered, the slightly wistful tone of these eight stories reflects their color: gray, yet less autumnal
than springlike, with an attendant edge of hope coloring the best of them. "The Jewish Hunter" stands out as
a portrait of possibilities: of love, of relationship, of selfhood. In fact, Moore dances around the edges of
broken relationships with a delicacy that expresses both despair, acceptance, and a fledging resilience to try
again. The title story and "Vissi d'Arte" are excellent examples of Moore's subtle insight. These are stories
that bear rereading. Recommended.
- Linda L. Rome, Mentor, Ohio
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Although the stories in Like Life are as funny archly observant as those in Ms. Moore's earlier collection,
they are also softer, wiser, more minor-key. ... The results are richer, more ambitious stories ... moving
examinations of lives in transition." -- The New York Times

"INSIGHTFUL AND MOVING ... A REWARDING, EVEN EXHILARATING BOOK." -- The New York
Times Book Review

"Moore's comic sensibility is [close] to Dorothy Parker ... Like Parker, she shows the wounds that wisecracks
are meant to cauterize, and the desperate loneliness that gives rise to humor. ... Her brilliant and ever-
expanding body of work suggests there are few enduring pleasures left to us-not least of which are laughing,
weeping, and marveling at the countless ways we stumble through." -- Village Voice

"Taut, Subversive Tales ... fueled by a sensibility as dark as Margaret Atwood's." -- The Christian Science
Monitor

"While Like Life boasts the verbal acrobatics and gallows humor of Self-Help, it contains a moving
emotionality that was previously banned ... filled with lovely, almost surreal descriptions." -- Boston Globe

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Like Life book is readable by you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Like Life content conveys the



thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Like Life is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Geneva Orta:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Like Life, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Della McDonald:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Like Life it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Harvey Sanchez:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Like Life to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Like Life can to be your
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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