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Before the modernist transformations of the twentieth century, China had one of
the richest and most diverse religious cultures in the world. The radical anti-
traditionalist policies of both the Republican and Communist regimes as well as
other socio-historical factors posed formidable challenges to China’s religious
traditions but, this book argues, these conditions also presented new opportunities
for re-generation and innovation.

It shows that economic reforms and the concurrent relaxation of religious
policies have provided fertile ground for the revitalization of a wide array of
religious practices, including divination, ancestor worship, temple festivals, spirit
mediumism, churchgoing, funeral rites, exorcism, pilgrimages, sectarianism,
sutra chanting, and the printing and distribution of morality books. Equally new
forms of religious practices have emerged such as lay Buddhist preachers,
"Maoist shamans", and a range of qigong sects/schools.

Written by an international, interdisciplinary team of experts who have all
conducted in-depth fieldwork research in China, this book provides a wide-
ranging survey of contemporary religious practices in China. It examines the
different processes and mechanisms of religious revivals and innovations, and,
more broadly, relates the Chinese example of religious revitalization to larger
issues of social and cultural continuity and change.
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Before the modernist transformations of the twentieth century, China had one of the richest and most diverse
religious cultures in the world. The radical anti-traditionalist policies of both the Republican and Communist
regimes as well as other socio-historical factors posed formidable challenges to China’s religious traditions
but, this book argues, these conditions also presented new opportunities for re-generation and innovation.

It shows that economic reforms and the concurrent relaxation of religious policies have provided fertile
ground for the revitalization of a wide array of religious practices, including divination, ancestor worship,
temple festivals, spirit mediumism, churchgoing, funeral rites, exorcism, pilgrimages, sectarianism, sutra
chanting, and the printing and distribution of morality books. Equally new forms of religious practices have
emerged such as lay Buddhist preachers, "Maoist shamans", and a range of qigong sects/schools.

Written by an international, interdisciplinary team of experts who have all conducted in-depth fieldwork
research in China, this book provides a wide-ranging survey of contemporary religious practices in China. It
examines the different processes and mechanisms of religious revivals and innovations, and, more broadly,
relates the Chinese example of religious revitalization to larger issues of social and cultural continuity and
change.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Adam Yuet Chau is University Lecturer in the Anthropology of Modern China in the Department of East
Asian Studies at the University of Cambridge, UK.  He is the author of Miraculous Response: Doing
Popular Religion in Contemporary China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Religion in Contemporary
China: Revitalization and Innovation (Routledge Contemporary China Series) book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Thrasher:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Religion in Contemporary
China: Revitalization and Innovation (Routledge Contemporary China Series), you may enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mary McClellan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Religion in Contemporary China:
Revitalization and Innovation (Routledge Contemporary China Series) which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.



Joyce Martinez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Religion in Contemporary China:
Revitalization and Innovation (Routledge Contemporary China Series) was colourful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Religion in Contemporary China: Revitalization and Innovation
(Routledge Contemporary China Series) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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