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Now in paperback, this is the definitive collection of America′s bestselling poet
Rumi′s finest poems of love and lovers. In Coleman Barks′ delightful and wise
renderings, these poems will open your heart and soul to the lover inside and out.

′There are lovers content with longing.

I′m not one of them.′

Rumi is best known for his poems expressing the ecstasies and mysteries of love
of all kinds - erotic, divine, friendship -and Coleman Barks collects here the best
of those poems, ranging from the ′wholeness′ one experiences with a true lover,
to the grief of a lover′s loss, and all the states in between: from the madness of
sudden love to the shifting of a romance to deep friendship - these poems cover
all ′the magnificent regions of the heart′.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The Sufi mystic Rumi has sold more than half a million volumes of his poetry-no small feat, considering that
he lived in the 13th century. In this collection, poet Coleman Barks offers a funny, iconoclastic preface in
which he attempts to tease out the reasons for Rumi's contemporary renaissance. He also warns readers that
what follows will not be a pretty, happy book of love poetry: "This is not Norman Vincent Peale urging
cheerfulness, conventional morality, and soft-focus, white-light, feel-good...New Age tantric energy
exchange. This is giving your life to the one within that you know as LORD, which is a totally private
matter." Rumi, he writes, is not the stuff of greeting cards. The poetry, accessibly translated and arranged by
Barks, is organized by loose themes such as love's discipline, the new life with the beloved, "sudden
wholeness," and love's excess.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Coleman Barks begins the preface of his gazillionth book of Rumi translations by saying, "I have sold too
many books." Maybe so, but he hasn't tired of translating and retranslating Rumi. And people never seem to
tire of reading the great Sufi mystic. Here, Barks delves into Rumi's take on love, retranslating dozens of
poems he first adapted for The Essential Rumi (1995) and offering a few new translations. Rumi's love was,
of course, about a great deal more than romance. Seeking annihilation in the Divine, Rumi basked in many
forms of divine love, from his passionate (and, some argue, homoerotic) love for his teacher Shams to a
reverence for the natural world. Barks has been criticized for basing his reworkings of Rumi on English
translations instead of the original texts, but the two poets together are clearly a magical combination. Rumi's
copious metaphorical expressions of love and the importance of unifying with it make wonderful reading. If
Barks' versions are fast and loose, they are also, like Rumi himself, beautiful and accessible. John Green
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Another perfect gem from the master translator of Rumi’s poetry.” (Roger Housden, author of Ten Poems
to Change Your Life and Chasing Rumi)

“It’s a mystery how heart can come into apparently simple English.” (Robert Bly, National Book Award-
winning poet and translator)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Rumi:
The Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and Longing? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


James Melendez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the book untitled Rumi: The Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and Longing can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Keith Mayo:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Rumi: The Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and Longing this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Wanda Riddle:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Rumi: The Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and
Longing was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Rumi: The
Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and Longing has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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