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When American and South Vietnamese forces, led by General Creighton
Abrams, launched an attack into neutral Cambodia in 1970, the invasion ignited a
firestorm of violent antiwar protests throughout the United States, dealing yet
another blow to Nixon's troubled presidency. But, as John Shaw shows, the
campaign also proved to be a major military success.

Most histories of the Vietnam War either give the Cambodian invasion short
shrift or merely criticize it for its political fallout, thus neglecting one of the
campaign's key dimensions. Approaching the subject from a distinctly military
perspective, Shaw shows how this carefully planned and executed offensive
provided essential support for Nixon's "decent interval" and "peace with honor"
strategies-by eliminating North Vietnamese sanctuaries and supply bases located
less than a hundred miles from Saigon and by pushing Communist troops off the
Vietnamese border.

Despite the political cloud under which the operation was conducted, Shaw
argues that it was not only the best of available choices but one of the most
successful operations of the entire war, sustaining light casualties while
protecting American troop withdrawal and buying time for Nixon's pacification
and "Vietnamization" strategies. He also shows how the United States took full
advantage of fortuitous events, such as the overthrow of Cambodia's Prince
Sihanouk, the redeployment of North Vietnamese forces, and the late arrival of
spring monsoons.

Although critics of the operation have protested that the North Vietnamese never
did attack out of Cambodia, Shaw makes a persuasive case that the near-border
threat was very real and imminent. In the end, he contends, the campaign
effectively precluded any major North Vietnamese military operations for over a
year.

Based on exhaustive research and a deep analysis of the invasion's objectives,
planning, organization, and operations, Shaw's shrewd study encourages a
newfound respect for one of America's genuine military successes during the
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When American and South Vietnamese forces, led by General Creighton Abrams, launched an attack into
neutral Cambodia in 1970, the invasion ignited a firestorm of violent antiwar protests throughout the United
States, dealing yet another blow to Nixon's troubled presidency. But, as John Shaw shows, the campaign also
proved to be a major military success.

Most histories of the Vietnam War either give the Cambodian invasion short shrift or merely criticize it for
its political fallout, thus neglecting one of the campaign's key dimensions. Approaching the subject from a
distinctly military perspective, Shaw shows how this carefully planned and executed offensive provided
essential support for Nixon's "decent interval" and "peace with honor" strategies-by eliminating North
Vietnamese sanctuaries and supply bases located less than a hundred miles from Saigon and by pushing
Communist troops off the Vietnamese border.

Despite the political cloud under which the operation was conducted, Shaw argues that it was not only the
best of available choices but one of the most successful operations of the entire war, sustaining light
casualties while protecting American troop withdrawal and buying time for Nixon's pacification and
"Vietnamization" strategies. He also shows how the United States took full advantage of fortuitous events,
such as the overthrow of Cambodia's Prince Sihanouk, the redeployment of North Vietnamese forces, and
the late arrival of spring monsoons.

Although critics of the operation have protested that the North Vietnamese never did attack out of Cambodia,
Shaw makes a persuasive case that the near-border threat was very real and imminent. In the end, he
contends, the campaign effectively precluded any major North Vietnamese military operations for over a
year.

Based on exhaustive research and a deep analysis of the invasion's objectives, planning, organization, and
operations, Shaw's shrewd study encourages a newfound respect for one of America's genuine military
successes during the war.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Stunning in its research and highly sophisticated in its analysis, this is far and away the best study we have
of the tactics and strategy used during the invasion of Cambodia.”—Robert K. Brigham, author of
Guerrilla Diplomacy: The NLF’s Foreign Relations and the Vietnam War “A valuable contribution toward
understanding one of the most controversial operations of the Vietnam War.”—James H. Willbanks, author
of Abandoning Vietnam: How America Left and South Vietnam Lost Its War “Revisionist scholarship at its
best, Shaw’s work highlights once again the cruel ironies of the American agony in Vietnam.”—Timothy J.
Lomperis, author of From People’s War to People’s Rule: Insurgency, Intervention, and the Lessons of
Vietnam

From the Back Cover
"Stunning in its research and highly sophisticated in its analysis, this is far and away the best study we have
of the tactics and strategy used during the invasion of Cambodia."--Robert K. Brigham, author of Guerrilla
Diplomacy: The NLF's Foreign Relations and the Vietnam War

"A valuable contribution toward understanding one of the most controversial operations of the Vietnam
War."--James H. Willbanks, author of Abandoning Vietnam: How America Left and South Vietnam Lost Its
War

"Revisionist scholarship at its best, Shaw's work highlights once again the cruel ironies of the American
agony in Vietnam."--Timothy J. Lomperis, author of From People's War to People's Rule: Insurgency,
Intervention, and the Lessons of Vietnam

About the Author
John M. Shaw has taught military history at the U.S. Military and Air Force academies and has most recently
served as military assistant and speechwriter to the Secretary of the Army. He is coauthor of Atlas of
Warfare since 1945.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The
Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's Vietnam War book as starter and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Michelle Garrett:

The guide with title The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's Vietnam War includes a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Jeff Jones:

The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's Vietnam War can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive and America's Vietnam War although doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Ronald Folk:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cambodian Campaign: The 1970 Offensive
and America's Vietnam War can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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