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This fascinating study examines the rise of American molecular biology to
disciplinary dominance, focusing on the period between 1930 and the elucidation
of DNA structure in the mid 1950s. Research undertaken during this period, with
its focus on genetic structure and function, endowed scientists with then
unprecedented power over life. By viewing the new biology as both a scientific
and cultural enterprise, Lily E. Kay shows that the growth of molecular biology
was aresult of systematic efforts by key scientists and their sponsors to direct the
development of biological research toward a shared vision of science and society.
She analyzes the motivations and mechanisms empowering this vision by
focusing on two key institutions: Caltech and its sponsor, the Rockefeller
Foundation. Her study explores a number of vital, sometimes controversial
topics, among them the role of private power centersin shaping scientific agenda,
and the political dimensions of "pure" research. It also advances a sobering
argument: the cognitive and social groundwork for genetic engineering and
human genome projects was laid by the American architects of molecular
biology during these early decades of the project. This book will be of interest to
molecular biologists, historians, sociologists, and the general reader alike.
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This fascinating study examines the rise of American molecular biology to disciplinary dominance, focusing
on the period between 1930 and the elucidation of DNA structure in the mid 1950s. Research undertaken
during this period, with its focus on genetic structure and function, endowed scientists with then
unprecedented power over life. By viewing the new biology as both a scientific and cultural enterprise, Lily
E. Kay shows that the growth of molecular biology was aresult of systematic efforts by key scientists and
their sponsors to direct the development of biological research toward a shared vision of science and society.
She analyzes the motivations and mechanisms empowering this vision by focusing on two key institutions:
Caltech and its sponsor, the Rockefeller Foundation. Her study explores a number of vital, sometimes
controversial topics, among them the role of private power centers in shaping scientific agenda, and the
political dimensions of "pure" research. It also advances a sobering argument: the cognitive and social
groundwork for genetic engineering and human genome projects was laid by the American architects of
molecular biology during these early decades of the project. This book will be of interest to molecular
biologists, historians, sociologists, and the general reader alike.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[Kay's] description of the establishment of this biology and her analysis of itsimplications represent an
important contribution to our understanding of the social role of science in the late twentieth century." --The
Historian

"As a contribution to the history of the American involvement in molecular biology, Kay's book is awork of
considerable value, and it is written with clarity and intelligence." --Science

From the Back Cover
The organizational history of Caltech isthe loom on which Kay has woven an intricate fabric of the
molecular vision of life.

About the Author

Lily E. Kay received a Ph.D. in the history of science from the Johns Hopkins University in 1987, and was a
recipient of a Smithsonian Fellowship at the National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. in
1984. She was an Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in bibliography at the American Philosophical Society in
Philadel phia, and has taught at the University of Chicago. Since 1989 she has been an assistant professor of
history of science at the Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ismael Black:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirementsis The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation,
and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) thisreserve
consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal al of you.



Beatrice Flanagan:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. That The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation,
and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) can give you alot
of pals because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons.
So, why hesitate? We should have The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and
the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology).

Roger Borquez:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. Thisbook The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation,
and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some peopl e has distinct feel when they reading abook. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Charles Towns:

That book can make you to fedl relax. This particular book The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the
Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of
Biology) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Molecular Vision of
Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and
Philosophy of Biology) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
that will.
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