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Born in Africa in 1753, Phillis Wheatley was kidnapped at the age of seven and
sold into slavery. At nineteen, she became the first black American poet to
publish a book, Poems on Various Subjects: Religious and Moral, on which this
volume is based. Wheatley's poetry created a sensation throughout the English-
speaking world, and the young poet read her work in aristocratic drawing rooms
on both sides of the Atlantic. The London Chronicle went so far as to declare her
"perhaps one of the greatest instances of pure, unassisted genius that the world
ever produced."
Wheatley's elegies and odes offer fascinating glimpses into the origins of
African-American literary traditions. Most of the poems express the effects of her
religious and classical New England education, consisting of elegies for the
departed and odes to Christian salvation. This edition of Wheatley's historic
works includes letters and a biographical note written by one of the poet's
descendants. Includes a selection from the Common Core State Standards
Initiative: "On Being Brought from Africa to America."
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Born in Africa in 1753, Phillis Wheatley was kidnapped at the age of seven and sold into slavery. At
nineteen, she became the first black American poet to publish a book, Poems on Various Subjects: Religious
and Moral, on which this volume is based. Wheatley's poetry created a sensation throughout the English-
speaking world, and the young poet read her work in aristocratic drawing rooms on both sides of the
Atlantic. The London Chronicle went so far as to declare her "perhaps one of the greatest instances of pure,
unassisted genius that the world ever produced."
Wheatley's elegies and odes offer fascinating glimpses into the origins of African-American literary
traditions. Most of the poems express the effects of her religious and classical New England education,
consisting of elegies for the departed and odes to Christian salvation. This edition of Wheatley's historic
works includes letters and a biographical note written by one of the poet's descendants. Includes a selection
from the Common Core State Standards Initiative: "On Being Brought from Africa to America."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The first published African-American poet, Phillis Wheatley (1753-84) was born in West Africa, captured,
and sold as a slave to the Wheatley family of Boston. Educated alongside her master's children, Wheatley
achieved international renown with her initial poems but slipped into obscurity shortly afterward and died in
poverty.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Daniels:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features
high quality.

Michael Pabon:

The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Poems of
Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Gene Lyons:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a
Memoir why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading



sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

John Martin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir
or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Poems of Phillis Wheatley: With Letters and a Memoir to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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