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The Summer of 1787 takes us into the sweltering room in which the founding
fathers struggled for four months to produce the Constitution: the flawed but
enduring document that would define the nation—then and now.

George Washington presided, James Madison kept the notes, Benjamin Franklin
offered wisdom and humor at crucial times. The Summer of 1787 traces the
struggles within the Philadel phia Convention as the del egates hammered out the
charter for the world' sfirst constitutional democracy. Relying on the words of
the del egates themselves to explore the Convention’ s sharp conflicts and hard
bargaining, David O. Stewart lays out the passions and contradictions of the,
often, painful process of writing the Constitution.

It was a desperate balancing act. Revolutionary principles required that the
people have power, but could the people be trusted? Would a stronger central
government leave room for the states? Would the small states accept a Congress
in which seats were allotted according to population rather than to each sovereign
state? And what of slavery? The supercharged debates over America s origina
sin led to the most creative and most disappointing political deals of the
Convention.

The room was crowded with colorful and passionate characters, some
known—Alexander Hamilton, Gouverneur Morris, Edmund Randolph—and
others largely forgotten. At different points during that sultry summer, more than
half of the delegates threatened to walk out, and some actually did, but
Washington’s quiet |eadership and the delegates’ inspired compromises held the
Convention together.

In acountry continually arguing over the document’s original intent, itis
fascinating to watch these powerful characters struggle toward consensus—often
reluctantly—to write a flawed but living and breathing document that could
evolve with the nation.
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The Summer of 1787 takes us into the sweltering room in which the founding fathers struggled for four
months to produce the Constitution: the flawed but enduring document that would define the nation—then
and now.

George Washington presided, James Madison kept the notes, Benjamin Franklin offered wisdom and humor
at crucial times. The Summer of 1787 traces the struggles within the Philadel phia Convention as the delegates
hammered out the charter for the world’ sfirst constitutional democracy. Relying on the words of the
delegates themsel ves to explore the Convention’s sharp conflicts and hard bargaining, David O. Stewart lays
out the passions and contradictions of the, often, painful process of writing the Constitution.

It was a desperate balancing act. Revolutionary principles required that the people have power, but could the
people be trusted? Would a stronger central government leave room for the states? Would the small states
accept a Congress in which seats were alotted according to population rather than to each sovereign state?
And what of slavery? The supercharged debates over America sorigina sin led to the most creative and
most disappointing political deals of the Convention.

The room was crowded with colorful and passionate characters, some known—Alexander Hamilton,
Gouverneur Morris, Edmund Randol ph—and others largely forgotten. At different points during that sultry
summer, more than half of the delegates threatened to walk out, and some actually did, but Washington's
quiet leadership and the delegates’ inspired compromises held the Convention together.

In acountry continually arguing over the document’s original intent, it is fascinating to watch these powerful
characters struggle toward consensus—often reluctantly—to write a flawed but living and breathing
document that could evolve with the nation.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. Since Catherine Drinker Bowen's Miracle at Philadel phia appeared in 1966, no work has
challenged its classic status. Now, Stewart's work does. Briskly written, full of deft characterizations and
drama, grounded firmly in the records of the Constitutional Convention and its members' letters, thisisa
splendid rendering of the document's creation. All the debates are here, as are all the convention's
personalities. It detracts nothing from Stewart's lively story to point out that it's just that—a tale—and not an
interpretation. Stewart, a constitutional lawyer in Washington, D.C., ignores the recent decades' penetrating
scholarship about the Constitution's creation in favor of a fast-paced narrative of along, hot summer's work.
Only one choice mars the book. Stewart, like Bowen, wants us to see the four summer months as the only
period when the Constitution was created. But as James Madison and others acknowledged soon afterward,
the state ratifying conventions and the First Federal Congress, which added the Bill of Rights, also
contributed to the Constitution as we know it. Stewart's excellent book will appeal to those looking for
descriptive history at its best, not for a fresh take on the subject. B&w illus. (Apr.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Thisis, of course, astory that has been told before. But like most great stories, it isworth retelling, especialy
when told exceedingly well. Stewart, aformer law clerk for Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell, isafine
writer whose narrative unfolds like a well-structured novel. He begins with a description of the unsettled
period just before the convention, as states quarreled with each other and a group of indebted farmers burned
courthouses in Massachusetts. He describes the halting moves toward a Constitutional Convention that
essentially were launched at a sparsely attended conference at George Washington's home at Mount Vernon.
The narrative gathers steam as the convention beginsin the sweltering heat of Philadelphia. Here Stewart
artfully shows the roles played by the key players as they grappled with issues as varied as the rights of states
and the future of davery. In Stewart's view, the true genius of these founders was their understanding that
free, popular government must be based upon compromise. General readers will find this work stimulating.
Jay Freeman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Crafting the Constitution was one of the most amazing collaborations in human history. David O. Stewart's
book is both a gripping narrative on how it was done and a useful guide to how we should regard that
wonderful document today." (Walter 1saacson, author of Benjamin Franklin and Einstein)

"David O. Stewart's spirited The Summer of 1787 explores atime when brilliant men -- along with
colleagues less acute but often louder -- hammered out the template for the United States of America. With
indelible vignettes and anecdotes, Stewart reminds us why those four months in Philadelphia can still shake
theworld." (A.J. Langguth, author of Union 1812: The Americans Who Fought the Second War of
Independence)

"David O. Stewart made clearer to me than ever the tensions and bargains that produced our Constitution at
the Convention of 1787. Especialy the bargain over slavery, with al itsterrible, lasting consequences. It is
an irresistible drama." (Anthony Lewis, author of Gideon's Trumpet)


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"In this engaging story of the momentous but little-understood summer that gave us the Constitution, David
O. Stewart deftly reminds us what a close-run thing Americawas -- and still is. Stewart's is an important
work, written with insight and verve." (Jon Meacham, author of American Gospel: God, the Founding
Fathers, and the Making of a Nation)

"At atime that feels to many like the twilight of the Republic, it is heartening to go back to the dawn and
watch the authors of the Constitution struggle to create a democracy that would endure. In The Summer of
1787, David O. Stewart re-creates this moment with fidelity, great feeling, and insight. His book renews our
appreciation of one of the masterpieces of Western civilization and reminds us, as Benjamin Franklin
reminded his colleagues at the Constitutional Convention, that it was one thing to found a republic -- and
quite another to keep it." (Patricia O'Toole, author of When Trumpets Call: Theodore Roosevelt After the
White House and The Five of Hearts: An Intimate Portrait of Henry Adams and His Friends)

"The summer of 1787 may be more than two centuriesin our past, but David O. Stewart makes it
wonderfully vivid in this fresh and gripping account of America's constitutional birth pangs. Instead of
periwigged demigods, Stewart introduces us to fifty-five white males, whose talent for compromise planted
the seeds of representative democracy in their garden of privilege. Thistale offers the perfect antidote to our
own sound-bite and focus-group politics.” (Richard Norton Smith, author of Patriarch: George Washington
and the New American Nation)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Castaneda:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Summer of 1787: The Men Who
Invented the Constitution (The Simon & Schuster America Collection). All type of book would you see on
many resources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Marjorie Batchelder:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Summer of 1787: The Men Who
Invented the Constitution (The Simon & Schuster America Collection) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method
for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
al you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Summer of 1787: The Men
Who Invented the Constitution (The Simon & Schuster America Collection) become your own starter.

Jamie Sparks:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Summer of 1787: The Men Who



Invented the Constitution (The Simon & Schuster America Collection) is simple to develop you canread it in
the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gayle Meek:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book iswritten or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update
of news. On this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the The Summer of 1787: The Men Who Invented the Constitution (The Simon & Schuster
America Collection) when you needed it?
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