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"When Darwin called his second book The Descent of Man instead of The Ascent
of Man he was thinking of his progeny."

So declares Darwin's great-great grandson Matthew Chapman as he leaves
behind his stressful career as a Hollywood screenwriter and travels to Dayton,
Tennessee where in 1925 creationist opposition to the teaching of evolution in
schools was played out in afamous legal drama, the Scopes Monkey Trial.

The purpose of thisjourney isto seeif opinions have changed in the seventy-
five intervening years. A defiant atheist, Chapman is confronted not only by the
fundamentalist beliefs that continue to banish the theory of evolution but by his
own spiritual malaise as the outward journey becomes an inward quest, a
tragicomic "accidental memoir".

"First there was Charles Darwin, two yards long and nobody's fool. Then there
was his son, my great-grandfather, Sir Francis Darwin, an eminent botanist. Then
came my grandmother Frances, a modest poet who spent a considerable amount
of timein rest-homes for depression From her issued my beloved mother, Clare,
who was extremely short, failed to complete medical school, and eventually
became an acoholic. Then we get down to me. I'm in the movie business."

Trials of the Monkey combines travel writing and reportage, as Chapman records
his encounters in the South, with history and the accidental memoir of aman full
of mid-life doubtsin a genre-breaking first book that is darkly funny, provocative
and poignant.
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"When Darwin called his second book The Descent of Man instead of The Ascent of Man he was thinking of
his progeny."

So declares Darwin's great-great grandson Matthew Chapman as he leaves behind his stressful career asa
Hollywood screenwriter and travels to Dayton, Tennessee where in 1925 creationist opposition to the
teaching of evolution in schools was played out in afamous legal drama, the Scopes Monkey Trial.

The purpose of thisjourney isto seeif opinions have changed in the seventy- five intervening years. A
defiant atheist, Chapman is confronted not only by the fundamentalist beliefs that continue to banish the
theory of evolution but by his own spiritual malaise as the outward journey becomes an inward quest, a
tragicomic "accidental memoir".

"First there was Charles Darwin, two yards long and nobody's fool. Then there was his son, my great-
grandfather, Sir Francis Darwin, an eminent botanist. Then came my grandmother Frances, a modest poet
who spent a considerable amount of time in rest-homes for depression From her issued my beloved mother,
Clare, who was extremely short, failed to complete medical school, and eventually became an alcohalic.
Then we get down to me. I'm in the movie business."

Trials of the Monkey combines travel writing and reportage, as Chapman records his encounters in the South,
with history and the accidental memoir of a man full of mid-life doubtsin a genre-breaking first book that is
darkly funny, provocative and poignant.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

It seems like the perfect premise--Charles Darwin's great-grandson travels by bus from New Y ork City to
Dayton, Tennessee, to witness a reenactment of the infamous 1925 Scopes trial and see how--or if--attitudes
toward evolution have changed. Call it "The Voyage of the Greyhound," if you will. But it didn't work out
that way.

Matthew Chapman set out to write such a book, but ended up penning this "accidental memoir." Trials of the
Monkey is remarkably compelling, given that the narrative wanders back and forth in time, across continents,
and all over the place thematically. Descriptions of Chapman's youthful desires, his mother's alcoholism, and
the world of Hollywood screenwriting are interspersed with tales of riding along with a Dayton cop on a
Friday night, spelunking with Christian students, even sipping moonshine from ajam jar in arestroom stall
("To my surprise, it's excellent").

Those seeking a detailed account of the trial may be disappointed, though Chapman does offer up evocative
glimpses, such as prosecuting attorney William Jennings Bryan--renowned as an orator--quietly telling
attorney for the defense Dudley Malone, "Dudley, that was the greatest speech | ever heard.” The book is at
its best, however, when Chapman reveals his own feelings, such as hisrealization that though he camein
part to "poke fun at [the] hillbillies," everyone had been "just as nice as all get out” to him. The intervening
75 years since the trial may not have changed Dayton very much, but they have seen awidening of the
division between creationists and evolutionists. "If something like the Scopes trial was staged now,"
Chapman notes, "people would be afraid for their lives." --Sunny Delaney

From Publishers Weekly

A screenwriter and the grest-great grandson of Charles Darwin, Chapman heads to Dayton, Tenn., the site of
the Scopes Monkey Trial in 1925. As alongstanding atheist, he intends to write a sardonic cultural update of
Southern Fundamentalist Christianity. But to his surprise, and the reader's delight, the book takes on a power
of itsown. Thisfirst-time author has written an honest, ironic autobiography that traces the development of a
boyish wise guy into a complex man of letters. In an account that stands in favorable comparison to the best
examples of eccentric English autobiography, such as the work of Robert Graves and Anthony Burgess,
Chapman weaves the story of hislife of advantage and distinguished intellectual pedigree in England, New

Y ork City and Hollywood with atravelogue into an unknown realm, misperceived to be inhabited by
hillbillies. The incongruous encounters and anecdotes, moving between past and present, meld into an
insightful study of a man trying to make sense of it all. Stories from the author's rebellious youth,
unconventional family constellation and contemporary life are juxtaposed with images of caustic trendsin
modern society and Southern idiosyncrasies. The result is an absorbing and finely honed journal of
courageous, often amusing self-awareness which moves from a posture of extreme skepticism regarding the
possibility of the divine to a more open-minded, appreciative stance regarding the possible sacred meaning(s)
of life.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.
From Library Journal

Thisfirst book by a successful screenwriter is an odd but fascinating mix of history, science, religion, travel,
and memoir, combining Chapman's heritage as the great-great grandson of Charles Darwin, hisinterest in the



Scopes "monkey" trial, and his "accidental" autobiography. Amazingly, he succeeds in the effort to convey
the creation of awriter (himself) and his family aswell asthe world of creationism. The book alternates
between autobiographical chapters and chapters covering trips Chapman made to Dayton, TN, site of the
Scopestrial, prior to and following its annual reenactment. The people he encounters in Tennessee provide
rich material for Chapman's examination of evolution and how the trial affected the original participants and,
viafundamentalism, continues to influence people's lives. Despite afew sloppy geographical errors
(Roanokeisin Virginia, not West Virginia), the writing is excellent, the story poignant, and the message
complex. Recommended for larger collectionsin public and academic libraries. Michael D. Cramer, Raleigh,
NC

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony Doucet:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Trials of the Monkey: An Accidental Memoir. Y ou
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some
sort of book Trials of the Monkey: An Accidental Memoir. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook aswell as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Herbert White:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Trials of the Monkey: An Accidental Memoir as your daily
resource information.

Beverly Ingram:

The book untitled Trials of the Monkey: An Accidental Memoir contain alot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable al the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives
you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.



Reuben Beaubien:

Y ou may get this Trials of the Monkey: An Accidental Memoir by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issueif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own persona ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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