
Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell:
Understanding the feel of consciousness

By J. Kevin O'Regan

Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of
consciousness By J. Kevin O'Regan

This book proposes a novel view to explain how we as humans -- contrary to
current robots -- can have the impression of consciously feeling things: for
example the red of a sunset, the smell of a rose, the sound of a symphony, or a
pain.

The book starts off by looking at visual perception. Our ability to see turns out to
be much more mysterious than one might think. The eye contains many defects
which should seriously interfere with vision. Yet we have the impression of
seeing the world in glorious panavision and technicolor. Explaining how this can
be the case leads to a new idea about what seeing really is. Seeing is not
passively receiving information in the brain, but rather a way of interacting with
the world. The role of the brain is not to create visual sensation, but to enable the
necessary interactions with the world.

This new approach to seeing is extended in the second part of the book to
encompass the other senses: hearing, touch, taste and smell. Taking sensory
experiences to be modes of interacting with the world explains why these
experiences are different in the way they are. It also explains why thoughts or
automatic functions in the body, and indeed the vast majority brain functions, are
not accompanied by any real feeling.

The "sensorimotor" approach is not simply a philosophical argument: It leads to
scientifically verifiable predictions and new research directions. Among these are
the phenomena of change blindness, sensory substitution, "looked but failed to
see", as well as results on color naming and color perception and the localisation
of touch on the body.

The approach is relevant to the question of what animals and babies can feel, and
to understanding what will be necessary for robots to become conscious.
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This book proposes a novel view to explain how we as humans -- contrary to current robots -- can have the
impression of consciously feeling things: for example the red of a sunset, the smell of a rose, the sound of a
symphony, or a pain.

The book starts off by looking at visual perception. Our ability to see turns out to be much more mysterious
than one might think. The eye contains many defects which should seriously interfere with vision. Yet we
have the impression of seeing the world in glorious panavision and technicolor. Explaining how this can be
the case leads to a new idea about what seeing really is. Seeing is not passively receiving information in the
brain, but rather a way of interacting with the world. The role of the brain is not to create visual sensation,
but to enable the necessary interactions with the world.

This new approach to seeing is extended in the second part of the book to encompass the other senses:
hearing, touch, taste and smell. Taking sensory experiences to be modes of interacting with the world
explains why these experiences are different in the way they are. It also explains why thoughts or automatic
functions in the body, and indeed the vast majority brain functions, are not accompanied by any real feeling.

The "sensorimotor" approach is not simply a philosophical argument: It leads to scientifically verifiable
predictions and new research directions. Among these are the phenomena of change blindness, sensory
substitution, "looked but failed to see", as well as results on color naming and color perception and the
localisation of touch on the body.

The approach is relevant to the question of what animals and babies can feel, and to understanding what will
be necessary for robots to become conscious.
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Editorial Review

Review
For readers of Perception, O'Regan's Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell provides for a well-argued
criticism of and a strong alternative to deterministic perspectives on perception and its role in consciousness.
Perception

About the Author

Kevin O'Regan is director of one of France's most influential experimental psychology laboratories. He is
most cited today as the originator of the sensorimotor approach to consciousness. He is also one of the
discovers of the much discussed phenomenon of "change blindness", and well known for his work on eye
movements in reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of consciousness book
is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of consciousness content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell:
Understanding the feel of consciousness is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Michael Anderson:

The ability that you get from Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of consciousness
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a
Bell: Understanding the feel of consciousness giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author
of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having that Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of consciousness instantly.

Clarence Williams:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make



professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for your requirements is Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of
consciousness this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.

Jean Taylor:

This Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of consciousness is fresh way for you who
has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Why Red Doesn't Sound Like a Bell: Understanding the feel of consciousness can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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