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This Printz Honor Book is a “tender, honest exploration of identity” (Publishers
Weekly) that distills lyrical truths about family and friendship.

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has
an unusual way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the swimming
pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time
together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes
lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and Dante will
learn the most important truths about themselves and the kind of people they
want to be.
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This Printz Honor Book is a “tender, honest exploration of identity” (Publishers Weekly) that distills lyrical
truths about family and friendship.

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking
at the world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the
loners start spending time together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes
lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important
truths about themselves and the kind of people they want to be.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
When Aristotle and Dante meet, in the summer of 1987, they are 15-year-olds existing in “the universe
between boys and men.” The two are opposites in most ways: Dante is sure of his place in the world, while
Ari feels he may never know who he is or what he wants. But both are thoughtful about their feelings and
interactions with others, and this title is primarily focused on the back-and-forth in their relationship over the
course of a year. Family issues take center stage, as well as issues of Mexican identity, but the heart of the
novel is Dante’s openness about his homosexuality and Ari’s suppression of his. Sáenz (Sammy and Juliana
in Hollywood, 2004) writes toward the end of the novel that “to be careful with people and words was a rare
and beautiful thing.” And that’s exactly what Sáenz does—he treats his characters carefully, giving them
space and time to find their place in the world, and to find each other. This moves at a slower pace than
many YA novels, but patient readers, and those struggling with their own sexuality, may find it to be a
thought-provoking read. Grades 9-12. --Ann Kelley

Review
* "A tender, honest exploration of identity and sexuality, and a passionate reminder that love—whether
romantic or familial—should be open, free, and without shame." (Publishers Weekly, starred review)

* "Authentic teen and Latino dialogue should make it a popular choice." (School Library Journal, starred
review)

* "Meticulous pacing and finely nuanced characters underpin the author's gift for affecting prose that
illuminates the struggles within relationships." (Kirkus Reviews, starred review)

"Sáenz writes toward the end of the novel that “to be careful with people and words was a rare and beautiful
thing.” And that’s exactly what Sáenz does—he treats his characters carefully, giving them space and time to
find their place in the world, and to find each other...those struggling with their own sexuality may find it to
be a thought-provoking read." (Booklist)

"Sáenz has written the greater love story, for his is the story of loving one’s self, of love between parents and
children, and of the love that builds communities, in addition to the deepening love between two friends."
(VOYA)

"Ari’s first-person narrative—poetic, philosophical, honest—skillfully develops the relationship between the
two boys from friendship to romance." (The Horn Book)

"Primarily a character- and relationship-driven novel, written with patient and lyrical prose that explores the
boys’ emotional lives with butterfly-wing delicacy."--Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

"Sáenz is a master at capturing the conversation of teens with each other and with the adults in their lives."
(Library Media Connection, Recommended)

"This book took my breath away. What gorgeous writing, and what a story! I loved both these boys. And
their parents! Don't we all wish we had parents like theirs? The ending - and the way it unfolded - was so
satisfying. I could go on and on...suffice it to say I will be highly recommending it to one and all. I'm sure I'll

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


reread it myself at some point. I hated having it end." (James Howe, Author of Addie on the Inside)

“Benjamin Alire Saenz is a writer with a sidewinder punch. Spare sentences connect resonant moments, and
then he knocks you down with emotional truth. The story of Ari and Dante’s friendship widens and twists
like a river, revealing truths about how hard love is, how family supports us, and how painfully deep you
have to go to uncover an authentic self.” (Judy Blundell, National Book Award-winning author of What I
Saw and How I Lied)

"I’m absolutely blown away. This is Saenz's best work by far...It’s a beautiful story, so beautifully told and
so psychologically acute! Both Ari and Dante are simply great characters who will live on in my memory.
Everything about the book is absolutely pitch perfect...It’s already my favorite book of the year!" (Michael
Cart, Booklist columnist and YALSA past president)

About the Author
Benjamin Alire Sáenz is an American Book Award–winning author of poetry and prose for adults and
teens. His first novel for teens, Sammy and Juliana in Hollywood, was an ALA Top Ten Book for Young
Adults and a finalist for the Los Angels Times Book Prize. His second book for teens, He Forgot to Say
Goodbye, won the Tomas Rivera Mexican American Children’s Book Award, the Southwest Books Award,
and was named a New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age. He teaches creative writing at the
University of Texas, El Paso.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Aristotle and Dante Discover the
Secrets of the Universe book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sheldon Downs:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe as your daily
resource information.

Judith Smith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book



entitled Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Andrew Joy:

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Aristotle and Dante Discover the
Secrets of the Universe although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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