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Now greatly expanded in its third edition, Political Philosophy: The Essential
Texts is ideal for survey courses in political philosophy. Offering unprecedented
coverage from antiquity to the present, this historically organized collection
presents the most significant works from nearly 2,500 years of political
philosophy. The readings are substantial or complete texts, not fragments. An
especially valuable feature of this volume is that the works of each author are
introduced with an engaging essay by a leading contemporary authority.

Political Philosophy moves from classical thought (Plato, Aristotle, Cicero)
through the medieval period (Augustine, Aquinas) to modern perspectives
(Machiavelli, Hobbes, Spinoza, Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Hume, Adam
Smith, Kant, Hamilton and Madison, Burke, Bentham, Tocqueville). The book
includes work from major nineteenth-century thinkers (Hegel, Marx and Engels,
Mill, Nietzsche) and twentieth-century theorists (Arendt, Hayek, Berlin,
Taylor, Rawls, Sandel, Nozick, Foucault, Habermas, Held, Nussbaum, Young,
Appiah) and also presents a variety of notable documents and addresses,
including The Declaration of Independence, The Constitution of the United
States, and speeches by Abraham Lincoln, John Dewey, and Martin Luther King,
Jr. In addition to the new selections noted above in bold, the third edition also
includes the complete text of Mill's On Liberty, an excerpt from Rawls's Political
Liberalism, and expanded selections from Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes,
Locke, and The Federalist Papers.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Political Philosophy is an excellent book that I use often in my courses. It is comprehensive and easy to use.
For my part, it is the best such book on the market."--Adam Cureton, University of Tennessee

"The introductions are a real strength of Political Philosophy. They are clear, extremely helpful, and written
by leaders in the field."--Matthew Weidenfeld, Elon University

"Political Philosophy is streamlined, comprehensive, and affordable. An eminently functional text for any
political philosophy survey course."--Jacob Held, University of Central Arkansas

About the Author

Steven M. Cahn is Professor of Philosophy at The City University of New York Graduate Center. He is the
author or editor of fifty books. Most recently, he wrote From Student to Scholar: A Candid Guide to
Becoming a Professor (2008) and coauthored Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts into Finished
Work (2013). Dr. Cahn is the editor of Exploring Philosophy, Fifth Edition (2014) and Exploring Ethics,
Third Edition (2013), and the coeditor of Ethics, Fifth Edition (2011), all published by Oxford University
Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

This book untitled Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts 3rd edition to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Gayle Meek:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their very
own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own



free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the book untitled Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts 3rd edition can be fine book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Ola Hellman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts 3rd edition will give you new experience in studying a book.

Sylvia Medina:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts 3rd edition when you necessary it?
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