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Is one person's terrorist another's freedom fighter? Is terrorism crime or war? Can
there be a 'War on Terror'?

For many, the terrorist attacks of September 2001 changed the face of the world,
pushing terrorism to the top of many political agendas, and leading to a series of
world events including the war in Iraq and the invasion of Afghanistan. Charting
a clear path through the efforts to understand and explain modern terrorism,
Charles Townshend unravels a series of complex questions, including 'Are
terrorists criminals?', 'How far does media publicity sustain terrorism?', and
'What can be done about it?'

Fully updated for 2011, this Very Short Introduction examines the historical,
ideological, and local roots of terrorist violence. Townshend explores terrorism in
relation to revolutionary power, nationalism, and religious extremism,
considering the successes of specific terrorist and anti-terrorist campaigns in the
distant past, and in recent years. Providing a discussion surrounding the on-going
debates about the erosion of civil liberties in response to increased terrorist
activities, Townshend addresses the question we are all facing: how does
terrorism end?
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Is one person's terrorist another's freedom fighter? Is terrorism crime or war? Can there be a 'War on Terror'?

For many, the terrorist attacks of September 2001 changed the face of the world, pushing terrorism to the top
of many political agendas, and leading to a series of world events including the war in Iraq and the invasion
of Afghanistan. Charting a clear path through the efforts to understand and explain modern terrorism,
Charles Townshend unravels a series of complex questions, including 'Are terrorists criminals?', 'How far
does media publicity sustain terrorism?', and 'What can be done about it?'

Fully updated for 2011, this Very Short Introduction examines the historical, ideological, and local roots of
terrorist violence. Townshend explores terrorism in relation to revolutionary power, nationalism, and
religious extremism, considering the successes of specific terrorist and anti-terrorist campaigns in the distant
past, and in recent years. Providing a discussion surrounding the on-going debates about the erosion of civil
liberties in response to increased terrorist activities, Townshend addresses the question we are all facing:
how does terrorism end?
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "approachable and highly intelligent"

--the Guardian Review 07/12/2002

"Like the other excellent books in this series, this is rigorous and compelling [...] balanced and sensible"

--The Independent on Sunday 17/11/2002

About the Author

Charles Townshend is Professor of International History at Keele University. He has held fellowships at the
National Humanities Center in North Carolina and the Woodrow Wilson International Center in Washington,
DC. Amongst his previous publications are Political Violence in Ireland (1983), Making the Peace: public
order and public security in modern Britain (1993), and Ireland: the twentieth century (1999). His most
recent books are Easter 1916: the Irish rebellion (2005) and When God Made Hell: the British Invasion of
Mesopotamia and the Creation of Iraq, 1914-1921 (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ariane Gray:

The book untitled Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction is the guide that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Terrorism:
A Very Short Introduction from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Tammy Robinson:

Typically the book Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction has a lot associated with on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Pamelia Thompson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top



list in your reading list is definitely Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.

Kimberly Hutton:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction was filled about science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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