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Although Abraham Lincoln was among seven presidents who served during the
tumultuous years between the end of the Mexican War and the end of the
Reconstruction era, history has not been kind to the others: Zachary Taylor,
Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, and
Ulysses S. Grant.
 
In contrast, history sees Abraham Lincoln as a giant in character and deeds.
During his presidency, he governed brilliantly, developed the economy, liberated
four million people from slavery, reunified the nation, and helped enact the
Homestead Act, among other accomplishments. He proved to be not only an
outstanding commander in chief but also a skilled diplomat, economist,
humanist, educator, and moralist.
 
Lincoln achieved that and more because he was a master of the art of American
power. He understood that the struggle for hearts and minds was the essence of
politics in a democracy. He asserted power mostly by appealing to people’s
hopes rather than their fears. All along he tried to shape rather than reflect
prevailing public opinions that differed from his own. To that end, he was
brilliant at bridging the gap between progressives and conservatives by reining in
the former and urging on the latter.
 
His art of power ultimately reflected his unswerving devotion to the Declaration
of Independence’s principles and the Constitution’s institutions, or as he so
elegantly expressed it, “to a government of the people, by the people, and for the
people.”
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Although Abraham Lincoln was among seven presidents who served during the tumultuous years between
the end of the Mexican War and the end of the Reconstruction era, history has not been kind to the others:
Zachary Taylor, Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, and Ulysses S. Grant.
 
In contrast, history sees Abraham Lincoln as a giant in character and deeds. During his presidency, he
governed brilliantly, developed the economy, liberated four million people from slavery, reunified the nation,
and helped enact the Homestead Act, among other accomplishments. He proved to be not only an
outstanding commander in chief but also a skilled diplomat, economist, humanist, educator, and moralist.
 
Lincoln achieved that and more because he was a master of the art of American power. He understood that
the struggle for hearts and minds was the essence of politics in a democracy. He asserted power mostly by
appealing to people’s hopes rather than their fears. All along he tried to shape rather than reflect prevailing
public opinions that differed from his own. To that end, he was brilliant at bridging the gap between
progressives and conservatives by reining in the former and urging on the latter.
 
His art of power ultimately reflected his unswerving devotion to the Declaration of Independence’s
principles and the Constitution’s institutions, or as he so elegantly expressed it, “to a government of the
people, by the people, and for the people.”
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Editorial Review

Review

"William Nester's insightful book demonstrates the brilliance of Abraham Lincoln and his use of
power."—Frank J. Williams, Civil War Monitor

(Frank J. Williams Civil War Monitor 2014-10-01)

"The Age of Lincoln shows that Nester is able to see the big picture."—Civil War Book Review
(Civil War Book Review)

About the Author

WILLIAM NESTER is a professor at St. John’s University in New York City and the author of more than
thirty books on various aspects of international relations, including four for Potomac Books: The
Revolutionary Years, 1775–1789; The Hamiltonian Vision, 1789–1800; The Jeffersonian Vision, 1801–1815;
and The Age of Jackson and the Art of American Power, 1815–1848. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Simmons:

Here thing why that The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American Power, 1848-1876 are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American Power,
1848-1876 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no reserve that similar with The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American Power, 1848-1876. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American Power, 1848-1876 in e-book can be your substitute.

Joshua Johnson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American
Power, 1848-1876 can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.



Marcus Laws:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American Power, 1848-1876 why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

William Pak:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American
Power, 1848-1876 or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Age of Lincoln and the Art of American Power, 1848-1876 to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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