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Ryan, a physician, offers a history of the cure for tuberculosis, including
accounts of the people and scientists involved. The final chapter spells out a
renewed threat in the congruence of AIDS and tuberculosis.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Ryan traces the history of tuberculosis, its apparent cures and contemporary reemergence.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Tuberculosis, Ryan reminds us, is not just a disease of gracefully suffering artists in period costumes.
Shockingly, 1.7 billion people worldwide are infected, including 10 million Americans. Aggravated by AIDS
and homelessness, new and often drug-resistant cases threaten to unleash what has been called "the greatest
public health disaster since the bubonic plague." Ryan, a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Physicians and a
Member of the New York Academy of Sciences, narrates the history of the search for a cure of this terrifying
disease. He describes both the tedious drudgery and the seemingly mystical flashes of insight of an
international group of brilliant scientists, including four Nobel Prize winners. They combated a "sinister
chameleon" of a disease for which cure after cure was developed, only to be discarded after TB bacteria
mutated into new variations that left promising therapies apparently useless. A compelling picture of the
process of scientific research as well as a troubling look at an emerging public health crisis, Ryan's book is
recommended for all libraries.
- Kathy Arsenault, Univ. of South Florida, St. Petersburg
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A lively account of how scientists worked for years to tame tuberculosis--only to find the disease rebounding
with increased virulence as drug-resistant strains developed and as the emergence of the AIDS virus
triggered a surge in deadly TB infections. Ryan (a fellow of the UK's Royal Academy of Physicians), pays
homage to the men of science who conquered TB, one of humanity's oldest plagues and a killer of a billion
people during the past two centuries alone. He recounts at length and in detail the lives of those whose work
led to the discovery of the drugs used to treat TB. We see Ren‚ Dubos, for instance, searching diligently for
antibiotics among soil microorganisms at N.Y.C.'s Rockefeller Institute while his young wife is dying of TB
at a sanitorium miles away, and we watch Gerhard Domagk working doggedly on sulphonamides under
horrendous conditions in war-torn Germany and then being forced by the Nazis to turn down the Nobel
Prize. Ryan's style often is highly charged: Tuberculosis is ``the greatest killer in history''; scientific
discoveries are greeted with ``incandescent excitement''; AIDS is a ``new phantasmagoria of terror.''
Meanwhile, personal tragedies and triumphs make up the first three-quarters of the book, but the real
message lies in the finale: Although an entire generation in the West has grown up with little knowledge of,
or experience with, TB, the disease is making a comeback, this time as a superbug, resistant to every drug. If
action is not taken quickly, the results of the present epidemic will be, in Ryan's words, ``apocalyptic.''
Dramatic, sometimes even melodramatic, writing in the historical parts may heighten the book's appeal to
some, but it lessens the credibility of the genuine alarm being sounded in the conclusion. (Twenty-four b&w
photographs--not seen) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Adriana Phillips:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book The Forgotten Plague: How the Battle Against
Tuberculosis Was Won - And Lost seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Forgotten Plague:
How the Battle Against Tuberculosis Was Won - And Lost is not only giving you more new information but
also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Forgotten Plague: How the Battle Against Tuberculosis Was Won -
And Lost. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Nicole Norris:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Forgotten Plague: How the Battle Against Tuberculosis Was Won - And Lost, you can tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a reserve.

Kenneth Sigler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Forgotten Plague: How the Battle
Against Tuberculosis Was Won - And Lost book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism The Forgotten Plague: How the Battle Against Tuberculosis Was Won - And Lost as good book
not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kenneth Armstrong:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Forgotten Plague: How the Battle
Against Tuberculosis Was Won - And Lost is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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