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Aswe struggle to feed a global population speeding toward 9 billion, we have
entered anew phase of the food crisis. Wealthy countries that import much of
their food, along with private investors, are racing to buy or lease huge swaths of
farmland abroad. The Global Farms Race is the first book to examine this
burgeoning trend in all its complexity, considering the implications for investors,
host countries, and the world as awhole.

The debate over large-scale land acquisition is typically polarized, with critics
lambasting it as aform of “neocolonialism,” and proponents lauding it as an
eixir for the poor yields, inefficient technology, and unemployment plaguing
global agriculture. The Global Farms Race instead offers diverse perspectives,
featuring contributions from agricultural investment consultants, farmers
organizations, international NGOs, and academics. The book addresses historical
context, environmental impacts, and social effects, and coversall the major
geographic areas of investment.

Nearly 230 million hectares of farmland—an area equivalent to the size of
Western Europe—have been sold or leased since 2001, with most of these
transactions occurring since 2008. As the deals continue to increase, it is
imperative for anyone concerned with food security to understand them and their
conseguences. The Global Farms Race isacritical resource to develop that
understanding.
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Aswe struggle to feed a global population speeding toward 9 billion, we have entered a new phase of the
food crisis. Wealthy countries that import much of their food, along with private investors, are racing to buy
or lease huge swaths of farmland abroad. The Global Farms Race is the first book to examine this
burgeoning trend in al its complexity, considering the implications for investors, host countries, and the
world as awhole.

The debate over large-scale land acquisition is typically polarized, with critics lambasting it as a form of
“neocolonialism,” and proponents lauding it as an elixir for the poor yields, inefficient technology, and
unemployment plaguing global agriculture. The Global Farms Race instead offers diverse perspectives,
featuring contributions from agricultural investment consultants, farmers organizations, international NGOs,
and academics. The book addresses historical context, environmental impacts, and social effects, and covers
all the major geographic areas of investment.

Nearly 230 million hectares of farmland—an area equivalent to the size of Western Europe—have been sold
or leased since 2001, with most of these transactions occurring since 2008. As the deal s continue to increase,
it isimperative for anyone concerned with food security to understand them and their consequences. The
Global Farms Raceisacritical resource to devel op that understanding.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Secure accessto land is key to the food security of millions of small family farms and their effortsto
increase their productivity. In recent years, that access has been threatened by large-scale acquisitions of
developing country farmland often by foreign investors that have rightly raised international concern.
However, hard information is still [imited. The Global Farms Race provides an international survey of this
phenomenon and a valuable exploration of the controversies surrounding it."

(Jose Graziano da Silva Director General, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization)

"The Global Farms Race is an exceptional book, easily the best on land grabs of any that | have seen.”
(Lester Brown President, Earth Policy Institute)

"The Global Farms Race marks an important turning point in the current discussions of global agricultural
land investments and acquisitions. The volume presents a range of balanced perspectives on the issue, and
the authors take a thoughtful approach to the historical context in which these deals are taking place, the
measurable social and environmental impacts of land acquisitions, and the roles of investors and
governments in improving the future outcomes of global agricultural land investments."

(Rosamond Naylor Professor and William Wrigley Senior Fellow, Freeman-Spogli Institute)

"A timely, carefully researched survey of one of the most important new developmentsin the global food
economy. Essentia reading for anyone interested in the increasingly complex future of food security."
(Paul Roberts author of The End of Food)

"Editors Kugelman and Levenstein have compiled a collection that describes how governments and private
firmsin more devel oped countries are acquiring farmland in less devel oped countries, especially in Africa, to
garner natural resources and provide a secure food source for their populations. The book contains 12
chapters, each written by a different author and offering a unique viewpoint and perspectives on theissue.”
(CHOICE)

"set(s) out a helpful agenda and adopts an open-minded and empirically oriented approach.”
(Springer Science + Business Media)

"...set[s] out a helpful agenda and adopts an open-minded and empirically oriented approach."
(Food Security)

"The Global Farms Race is a collection of essays by leading food security specialists, civil servants, and
political scientists that provides analysis of the looming food crisis and illuminates possible ways forward."



(Christian Science Monitor)

About the Author

Michael Kugelman is Senior Program Associate for South and Southeast Asia at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars. Susan L. Levenstein is Program Specialist with the U.S. Department of
State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Oliver:

The experience that you get from The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultura Investment, and the
Scramble for Food Security could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words
the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Global
Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveystheir point in specific way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural
Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security instantly.

Julie Ross;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs,
Agricultura Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security reserve written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still question The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for
Food Security as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

ChristinaMcMullen:

Beside that The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food
Security in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs,
Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security because this book offersto your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from right now!



Maria Gray:

You will get this The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food
Security by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change.
Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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