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How has America become the most unequal advanced country in the world,
and what can we do about it?

In The Great Divide, Joseph E. Stiglitz expands on the diagnosis he offered in his
best-selling book The Price of Inequality and suggests ways to counter America’s
growing problem. With his signature blend of clarity and passion, Stiglitz argues
that inequality is a choice?the cumulative result of unjust policies and misguided
priorities.

Gathering his writings for popular outlets including Vanity Fair and the New
York Times, Stiglitz exposes in full America's inequality: its dimensions, its
causes, and its consequences for the nation and for the world. From Reagan-era
to the Great Recession and its long aftermath, Stiglitz delves into the
irresponsible policies?deregulation, tax cuts, and tax breaks for the 1 percent?that
are leaving many Americans farther and farther beyond and turning the American
dream into an ever more unachievable myth. With formidable yet accessible
economic insight, he urges us to embrace real solutions: increasing taxes on
corporations and the wealthy; offering more help to the children of the poor;
investing in education, science, and infrastructure; helping out homeowners
instead of banks; and, most importantly, doing more to restore the economy to
full employment. Stiglitz also draws lessons from Scandinavia, Singapore, and
Japan, and he argues against the tide of unnecessary, destructive austerity that is
sweeping across Europe.

Ultimately, Stiglitz believes our choice is not between growth and fairness; with
the right policies, we can choose both. His complaint is not so much about
capitalism as such, but how twenty-first-century capitalism has been perverted.
His is a call to confront America's economic inequality as the political and moral
issue that it is. If we reinvest in people and pursue the other policies that he
describes, America can live up to the shared dream of a more prosperous, more
equal society.
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How has America become the most unequal advanced country in the world, and what can we do about
it?

In The Great Divide, Joseph E. Stiglitz expands on the diagnosis he offered in his best-selling book The
Price of Inequality and suggests ways to counter America’s growing problem. With his signature blend of
clarity and passion, Stiglitz argues that inequality is a choice?the cumulative result of unjust policies and
misguided priorities.

Gathering his writings for popular outlets including Vanity Fair and the New York Times, Stiglitz exposes in
full America's inequality: its dimensions, its causes, and its consequences for the nation and for the world.
From Reagan-era to the Great Recession and its long aftermath, Stiglitz delves into the irresponsible
policies?deregulation, tax cuts, and tax breaks for the 1 percent?that are leaving many Americans farther and
farther beyond and turning the American dream into an ever more unachievable myth. With formidable yet
accessible economic insight, he urges us to embrace real solutions: increasing taxes on corporations and the
wealthy; offering more help to the children of the poor; investing in education, science, and infrastructure;
helping out homeowners instead of banks; and, most importantly, doing more to restore the economy to full
employment. Stiglitz also draws lessons from Scandinavia, Singapore, and Japan, and he argues against the
tide of unnecessary, destructive austerity that is sweeping across Europe.

Ultimately, Stiglitz believes our choice is not between growth and fairness; with the right policies, we can
choose both. His complaint is not so much about capitalism as such, but how twenty-first-century capitalism
has been perverted. His is a call to confront America's economic inequality as the political and moral issue
that it is. If we reinvest in people and pursue the other policies that he describes, America can live up to the
shared dream of a more prosperous, more equal society.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[Joseph Stiglitz] is an insanely great economist.” (Paul Krugman - New York Times)

About the Author
Joseph E. Stiglitz is a Nobel Prize–winning economist and the best-selling author of The Great Divide,
Rewriting the Rules of the American Economy, The Price of Inequality, Freefall: America, Free Markets,
and the Sinking of the World Economy, and Globalization and Its Discontents. He is a columnist for the New
York Times and Project Syndicate and has written for Vanity Fair, Politico, The Atlantic, and Harper’s. He
teaches at Columbia University and lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

The book The Great Divide: Unequal Societies and What We Can Do About Them make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
The Great Divide: Unequal Societies and What We Can Do About Them to be your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Great Divide: Unequal Societies and What
We Can Do About Them. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Thomas Schwan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Great Divide:
Unequal Societies and What We Can Do About Them suitable to you? The particular book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Great Divide: Unequal Societies and What We Can Do
About Themis the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world on this book.

Elbert Lupton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share



the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Great Divide: Unequal Societies and What We Can Do About Them, you can tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Ralph Pettie:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Great Divide: Unequal Societies and What We Can Do About Them.
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