
The International Handbook on Social
Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning
and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar
Original Reference)

By Frank Moulaert, Diana Maccallum, Abid Mehmood, Abdelillah
Hamdouch

The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social
Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference) By
Frank Moulaert, Diana Maccallum, Abid Mehmood, Abdelillah Hamdouch

'The challenges of poverty and social exclusion cannot be fully resolved through
conventional public sector policies and market-led innovation. The case studies
in this Handbook capture some of the key success factors of socially innovative
action in different socio-economic contexts. This Handbook will inspire readers
as it highlights the creativity and commitment of diverse enterprises and
movements working for social innovation.'
- Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka, Minister for Lands, Housing and Human
Settlements, United Republic of Tanzania, and retired UN Under Secretary
General, immediate former Executive Director of UN-HABITAT

'Social innovation may not be a new idea but it is clearly an idea whose time has
come, not least because the traditional models of innovation - narrowly framed
technical models - have run their course and no longer resonate in a world of
societal challenges. This Handbook has two great merits - it brings conceptual
rigour to the debate and it provides compelling narratives of social innovation in
practice.'
- Kevin Morgan, Cardiff University, UK

'In an era where social innovation is re-emerging as an important policy
framework for bringing social transformation, this volume is a significant
contribution to the theory and practice of social innovation. The incremental
discussion from concepts to theory to practice and then to social innovation
research is supported by cases literally from all over the globe. It moves the
discourse from isolated models of neighbourhood engagements and social
enterprises, to a comprehensive, multidimensional approach combining needs,
social relations and empowerment. A must read for academicians, learners,
practitioners and policy makers alike.'
- S. Parasuraman, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India
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This enriching Handbook covers many aspects of the scientific and socio-
political debates on social innovation today.

The contributors provide an overview of theoretical perspectives, methodologies
and instructive experiences from all continents, as well as implications for
collective action and policy. They argue strongly for social innovation as a key to
human development. The Handbook defines social innovation as innovation in
social relations within both micro and macro spheres, with the purpose of
satisfying unmet or new human needs across different layers of society. It
connects social innovation to empowerment dynamics, thus giving a political
character to social movements and bottom-up governance initiatives. Together
these should lay the foundations for a fairer, more democratic society for all.

This interdisciplinary work, written by scholars collaborating to develop a joint
methodological perspective toward social innovation agency and processes, will
be invaluable for students and researchers in social science and humanities. It
will also appeal to policy makers, policy analysts, lobbyists and activists seeking
to give inspiration and leadership from a social innovation perspective.

Contributors include: A. Abreu, J. Andersen, L. Arthur, A. Ashta, B. Beinstein,
I. Calzada, A. Carmo, P. Debruyne, J. Defourny, K. Delica, A. Dubeux, S.
Eizaguirre, V. Espinoza, A.C. Fernandes, J.-M. Fontan, L. Fraisse, M. Frandsen,
M. Garcia, K. Gibson, S. Habersack, D. Harrisson, J. Hillier, L. Hulgård, B.
Jessop, J.-L. Klein, H. Konstantatos, N. Kunnen, B. Lévesque, F. Martinelli, E.
Midheme, A. Membretti, A. Novy, M. Nyssen, S. Oosterlynck, C. Parra, T.
Pilati, M. Pradel, P.K. Shajahan, D. Siatitsa, P. Singer, C. Tornaghi, D.-G.
Tremblay, D. Vaiou, P. Van den Broeck, B. Van Dyck, S. Vicari, T. Vitale, S.
Young
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factors of socially innovative action in different socio-economic contexts. This Handbook will inspire readers
as it highlights the creativity and commitment of diverse enterprises and movements working for social
innovation.'
- Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka, Minister for Lands, Housing and Human Settlements, United Republic of
Tanzania, and retired UN Under Secretary General, immediate former Executive Director of UN-HABITAT

'Social innovation may not be a new idea but it is clearly an idea whose time has come, not least because the
traditional models of innovation - narrowly framed technical models - have run their course and no longer
resonate in a world of societal challenges. This Handbook has two great merits - it brings conceptual rigour
to the debate and it provides compelling narratives of social innovation in practice.'
- Kevin Morgan, Cardiff University, UK

'In an era where social innovation is re-emerging as an important policy framework for bringing social
transformation, this volume is a significant contribution to the theory and practice of social innovation. The
incremental discussion from concepts to theory to practice and then to social innovation research is
supported by cases literally from all over the globe. It moves the discourse from isolated models of
neighbourhood engagements and social enterprises, to a comprehensive, multidimensional approach
combining needs, social relations and empowerment. A must read for academicians, learners, practitioners
and policy makers alike.'
- S. Parasuraman, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India

This enriching Handbook covers many aspects of the scientific and socio-political debates on social
innovation today.

The contributors provide an overview of theoretical perspectives, methodologies and instructive experiences
from all continents, as well as implications for collective action and policy. They argue strongly for social
innovation as a key to human development. The Handbook defines social innovation as innovation in social
relations within both micro and macro spheres, with the purpose of satisfying unmet or new human needs
across different layers of society. It connects social innovation to empowerment dynamics, thus giving a
political character to social movements and bottom-up governance initiatives. Together these should lay the
foundations for a fairer, more democratic society for all.

This interdisciplinary work, written by scholars collaborating to develop a joint methodological perspective
toward social innovation agency and processes, will be invaluable for students and researchers in social
science and humanities. It will also appeal to policy makers, policy analysts, lobbyists and activists seeking
to give inspiration and leadership from a social innovation perspective.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Moulaert, MacCallum, Mehmood and Hamdouch's International Handbook on Social Innovation is a
refreshing and stimulating contribution to Edward Elgar's line of handbooks, appropriate for primarily
academics and graduate students researching social innovation, through theoretically oriented practitioners
interested in the topic will find much to learn from the book as well.' -- Gordon Shockley, Journal of
Regional Science 'The challenges of poverty and social exclusion cannot be fully resolved through
conventional public sector policies and market-led innovation. The case studies in this Handbook capture
some of the key success factors of socially innovative action in different socio-economic contexts. This
Handbook will inspire readers as it highlights the creativity and commitment of diverse enterprises and
movements working for social innovation.' -- Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka, Minister for Lands, Housing and
Human Settlements, United Republic of Tanzania, and retired UN Under Secretary General, immediate
former Executive Director of UN-HABITAT 'Social innovation may not be a new idea but it is clearly an
idea whose time has come, not least because the traditional models of innovation - narrowly framed technical
models - have run their course and no longer resonate in a world of societal challenges. This Handbook has
two great merits - it brings conceptual rigour to the debate and it provides compelling narratives of social
innovation in practice.' -- Kevin Morgan, Cardiff University, UK 'In an era where social innovation is re-
emerging as an important policy framework for bringing social transformation, this volume is a significant
contribution to the theory and practice of social innovation. The incremental discussion from concepts to
theory to practice and then to social innovation research is supported by cases literally from all over the
globe. It moves the discourse from isolated models of neighbourhood engagements and social enterprises, to
a comprehensive, multidimensional approach combining needs, social relations and empowerment. A must
read for academicians, learners, practitioners and policy makers alike.' -- S. Parasuraman, Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, Mumbai, India 'Social innovation is an important instrument for understanding how
contemporary societies deal with social change and how social practices and policies intended to combat
poverty and social exclusion are developed and implemented effectively. The Handbook offers a valuable
contribution to the development of a clear, transdisciplinary and critical understanding of social innovation
practices. The reader will find an in-depth discussion of the most important theoretical approaches to the
concept and a thorough exposition of the epistemological and methodological framework for research in
social innovation. The volume includes a number of interesting case studies in different areas of social
change and issues of policy and governance.' -- Enzo Mingione, University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy

About the Author
Edited by Frank Moulaert, KU Leuven, Belgium, Diana MacCallum, Curtin University, Australia, Abid
Mehmood, Cardiff University, UK and Abdelillah Hamdouch, University of Tours, France

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

The book The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning and
Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can



utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The International
Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar
Original Reference) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open up and read a e-book The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social
Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Victor Elam:

Here thing why this particular The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social
Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference) are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social
Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The International
Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar
Original Reference). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action,
Social Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference) in e-book can be your alternate.

Carolyn Robles:

The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning and Transdisciplinary
Research (Elgar Original Reference) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The International Handbook on Social
Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning and Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage
of crucial pondering.

Jose Garcia:

This The International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning and
Transdisciplinary Research (Elgar Original Reference) is great book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The
International Handbook on Social Innovation: Collective Action, Social Learning and Transdisciplinary



Research (Elgar Original Reference) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-
book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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