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Shi'ism is the second most numerous branch of Islam in the modern world, with
between 130 and 190 million adherents across the globe. Shi'i Islam is becoming
an increasingly significant and resurgent force in contemporary politics,
especially in the Middle East. This makes a good and informed treatment of its
fundamental spiritual beliefs and practices both necessary and timely.
Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi is one of the most distinguished scholars of Shi'i
history and theology currently at work, and in this volume he offers precisely
such a wide-ranging and engaging survey of the core texts of Shi'i Islam.
Examining in turn the origins and later developments of Shi'i spirituality, the
author reveals the profoundly esoteric nature of the beliefs which accrued to the
figures of the Imams, and which became associated with the latters' interaction
between material and spiritual worlds. These beliefs were often designated as
being ghulat, or ""extreme,"" by other Muslims, and as a result of such criticisms
from within the tradition they have remained little known and much
misunderstood. Furthermore, Western scholarship has tended to follow the lead
of the earlier Islamic critics, viewing these concepts as deviant and marginal. The
author shows, by contrast, how central an imaginative and creative spirituality
was to the development of Shi'i Islam, as well as to classical Islamic civilization,
as a whole. In this comprehensive treatment, the esoteric nature of Shi'i
spirituality is an essential factor in understanding Shi'ism.
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Shi'ism is the second most numerous branch of Islam in the modern world, with between 130 and 190
million adherents across the globe. Shi'i Islam is becoming an increasingly significant and resurgent force in
contemporary politics, especially in the Middle East. This makes a good and informed treatment of its
fundamental spiritual beliefs and practices both necessary and timely. Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi is one
of the most distinguished scholars of Shi'i history and theology currently at work, and in this volume he
offers precisely such a wide-ranging and engaging survey of the core texts of Shi'i Islam. Examining in turn
the origins and later developments of Shi'i spirituality, the author reveals the profoundly esoteric nature of
the beliefs which accrued to the figures of the Imams, and which became associated with the latters'
interaction between material and spiritual worlds. These beliefs were often designated as being ghulat, or
""extreme,"" by other Muslims, and as a result of such criticisms from within the tradition they have
remained little known and much misunderstood. Furthermore, Western scholarship has tended to follow the
lead of the earlier Islamic critics, viewing these concepts as deviant and marginal. The author shows, by
contrast, how central an imaginative and creative spirituality was to the development of Shi'i Islam, as well
as to classical Islamic civilization, as a whole. In this comprehensive treatment, the esoteric nature of Shi'i
spirituality is an essential factor in understanding Shi'ism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi is a Director of Studies at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes at the
Sorbonne, where he is Professor of Shi'i Muslim Exegesis and Theology, and joint Director of the Centre
d'Etude des Religions du Livre/Laboratoire d'Etudes sur les Monotheismes  (CNRS-EPHE).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Preston Sloan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Spirituality
of Shi'i Islam: Belief and Practices (Ismaili Texts and Translations) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Myrtle Brown:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Spirituality of
Shi'i Islam: Belief and Practices (Ismaili Texts and Translations) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Spirituality of Shi'i Islam: Belief and
Practices (Ismaili Texts and Translations)is one of several books which everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Defazio:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is actually The Spirituality of Shi'i Islam: Belief and Practices (Ismaili
Texts and Translations). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.



Timothy Pace:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Spirituality of
Shi'i Islam: Belief and Practices (Ismaili Texts and Translations).
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