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What drivesa man to travel to sixty countries and spend a fortune to count
birds? And what if that man isyour father?

Richard Koeppel’ s obsession began at age twelve, in Queens, New Y ork, when
he first spotted a Brown Thrasher, and jotted the sighting in a notebook. Several
decades, one failed marriage, and two sons later, he set out to see every bird on
earth, becoming a member of a subculture of competitive bird watchers
worldwide all pursuing the same goal. Over twenty-five years, he collected over
seven thousand species, becoming one of about ten people ever to do so.

To See Every Bird on Earth explores the thrill of this chase, a crusade at the
expense of all else—for the sake of making a check in anotebook. A riveting
glimpse into a fascinating subculture, the book traces the love, loss, and
reconnection between afather and son, and explains why birds are so critical to
the human search for our place in the world.

“Marvelous. | loved just about everything about this book.”—Simon Winchester,
author of The Professor and the Madman

“A lovingly told story . . . helps you understand what moves humans to seek
escape in seemingly strange other worlds.”—Stefan Fatsis, author of Word
Freak

“Everyone has his or her addiction, and birdwatching is the drug of choice for the
father of author Dan K oeppel, who writes affectionately but honestly about his
father’ s obsession.”—Audubon Magazine (editor’ s choice)

“As aglimpse into human behavior and family relationships, To See Every Bird
on Earth isararity: abook about birding that nonbirders will find just as
rewarding.”—Chicago Tribune
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What drivesa man to travel to sixty countries and spend a fortune to count birds? And what if that
man isyour father?

Richard Koeppel’ s obsession began at age twelve, in Queens, New Y ork, when he first spotted a Brown
Thrasher, and jotted the sighting in a notebook. Severa decades, one failed marriage, and two sons later, he
set out to see every bird on earth, becoming a member of a subculture of competitive bird watchers
worldwide all pursuing the same goal. Over twenty-five years, he collected over seven thousand species,
becoming one of about ten people ever to do so.

To See Every Bird on Earth explores the thrill of this chase, a crusade at the expense of al else—for the sake
of making a check in a notebook. A riveting glimpse into a fascinating subculture, the book traces the love,
loss, and reconnection between afather and son, and explains why birds are so critical to the human search
for our place in the world.

“Marvelous. | loved just about everything about this book.”—Simon Winchester, author of The Professor
and the Madman

“A lovingly told story . . . helps you understand what moves humans to seek escape in seemingly strange
other worlds.”—Stefan Fatsis, author of Word Freak

“Everyone has his or her addiction, and birdwatching is the drug of choice for the father of author Dan
Koeppel, who writes affectionately but honestly about his father’ s obsession.”—Audubon Magazine (editor’ s
choice)

“As aglimpse into human behavior and family relationships, To See Every Bird on Earth isararity: abook
about birding that nonbirders will find just as rewarding.”—Chicago Tribune
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

For some people, bird watching is a compulsion that can become more important than friends, family or
career. Richard Koeppel is one of those obsessive birders, and in this candid book, his son shares his story,
painting his father as atragic figure who passionately wanted to become an ornithologist but became the
doctor his parents wanted him to be instead. Not surprisingly, Richard's medical career never satisfied him,
and he gave it up to become a"Big Lister," one of a group of highly competitive birders who travel the world
making lists of their sightings. Over the years he spotted more than 7,000 different species, a number
achieved by fewer than a dozen others. Nature writer Koeppel fleshes out his account of Richard's 50-year
bird-watching odyssey with facts about this ritualized, expensive sport, including its history, the rules and
technicalities of listing, the people and organizations devoted to making the lists, and questions of taxonomy.
His hope, he writes, wasto forge a closer relationship with his father and understand the "nearly
unguenchable" drive that ruled Richard's life, ruined his marriage and made it impossible for him to be close
to his children. But in the end, despite trekking alongside his father on birding expeditions, he still can't quite
understand it. His book, then, is more poignant than revelatory. Agent, Laurie Liss. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Birding has become one of the most popular outdoor pursuits. What do you get when you combine birding
with competition, obsession, and the sheer love of counting? Y ou get a Big Lister, a person who aspiresto
see every bird species on Earth. The author's father is among the 12 or so birders to have seen 7,000 birds or
more, and thisis his story. When 11-year old Richard spotted a brown thrasher in a Queens woodland, and
then found out how to identify birds from alocal bird club, he promptly started alist. Battling with his
parents (who drove him into the practice of medicine but were unable to squelch the growing obsession with
birds), Richard tried and failed at marriage (though produced the book's author) and ultimately traveled the
world in the elusive desire of seeing every species. The psychology of Big Listing--birds becoming a means
to an end--is sensitively portrayed. The subtext of listing's effect on the relationship of the author and his
father providesimmediacy. Nancy Bent

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Marvelous. | loved just about everything about this book.”—Simon Winchester, author of The Professor
and the Madman

“A lovingly told story . . . helps you understand what moves humans to seek escape in seemingly strange
other worlds.” —Stefan Fatsis, author of Word Freak

“Everyone has his or her addiction, and birdwatching is the drug of choice for the father of author Dan
Koeppel, who writes affectionately but honestly about his father’ s obsession.”—Audubon
Magazine (editor’s choice)

“Asaglimpse into human behavior and family relationships, To See Every Bird on Earth isararity: abook
about birding that nonbirders will find just as rewarding.”—Chicago Tribune


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Clayton Medina:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this To See Every Bird on Earth: A Father, a Son, and a Lifelong Obsession.

Maureen Harris:

Here thing why this To See Every Bird on Earth: A Father, a Son, and a Lifelong Obsession are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which isthe content is as tasty asfood or not. To See Every Bird on Earth: A Father, a Son, and aLifelong
Obsession giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there
is no guide that similar with To See Every Bird on Earth: A Father, a Son, and a Lifelong Obsession. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of To See Every Bird on Earth: A Father, a Son, and a Lifelong Obsession in e-book can be your choice.

Quentin Taylor:

Thisbook untitled To See Every Bird on Earth: A Father, a Son, and a Lifelong Obsession to be one of
several books this best seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of
benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is ho reason to your account to past this publication
from your list.

Christopher Suttle:

The actual book To See Every Bird on Earth: A Father, a Son, and a Lifelong Obsession will bring you to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. In case
you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book To See Every Bird on Earth:
A Father, a Son, and a Lifelong Obsession is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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