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The establishment of the Augustan regime presents itself as the assertion of order
and rationality in the political, ideological, and artistic spheres, after the disorder
and madness of the civil wars of the late Republic. But the classical, Apollonian
poetry of the Augustan period is fascinated by theirrational in both the public
and private spheres. Thereis avivid memory of the political and military furor
that destroyed the Republic, and also an anxiety that furor may resurface, that the
repressed may return. Epic and elegy are both obsessed with erotic madness:
Dido experiencesin her very public role the disabling effects of love that are both
lamented and celebrated by the love elegists. Didactic (especially the Georgics)
and the related Horatian exercisesin satire and epistle, offer programmes for
constructing rational order in the natural, political, and psychological worlds, but
at best contain uneasily an ever-present threat of confusion and backdliding, and
for the most part fall short of the austere standards of rational exposition set by
Lucretius. Dionysus and the Dionysiac enjoy a prominence in Augustan poetry
and art that goes well beyond the merely ornamental. The person of the emperor
Augustus himself tests the limits of rational categorization.

Augustan Poetry and the Irrational contains contributions by some of the leading
experts of the Augustan period as well as a number of younger scholars. An
introduction which surveysthe field asawholeis followed by chapters that
examine the manifestations of the irrational in arange of Augustan poets,
including Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and the love elegists, and also explore elements
of post-classical reception.
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The establishment of the Augustan regime presentsitself as the assertion of order and rationality in the
political, ideological, and artistic spheres, after the disorder and madness of the civil wars of the late
Republic. But the classical, Apollonian poetry of the Augustan period is fascinated by the irrational in both
the public and private spheres. Thereis avivid memory of the political and military furor that destroyed the
Republic, and also an anxiety that furor may resurface, that the repressed may return. Epic and elegy are both
obsessed with erotic madness: Dido experiencesin her very public role the disabling effects of love that are
both lamented and celebrated by the love elegists. Didactic (especially the Georgics) and the related Horatian
exercisesin satire and epistle, offer programmes for constructing rational order in the natural, political, and
psychological worlds, but at best contain uneasily an ever-present threat of confusion and backsliding, and
for the most part fall short of the austere standards of rational exposition set by Lucretius. Dionysus and the
Dionysiac enjoy a prominence in Augustan poetry and art that goes well beyond the merely ornamental. The
person of the emperor Augustus himself tests the limits of rational categorization.

Augustan Poetry and the Irrational contains contributions by some of the leading experts of the Augustan
period as well as a number of younger scholars. An introduction which surveysthe field asawholeis
followed by chapters that examine the manifestations of theirrational in arange of Augustan poets, including
Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and the love elegists, and also explore elements of post-classical reception.
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Editorial Review
Review

"...Hardie presents amost interesting discussion..."--Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"Highly recommended."--Choice

About the Author

Philip Hardieis Senior Research Fellow at Trinity College, Cambridge, and Honorary Professor of Latin
Literature, University of Cambridge.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christy Broder sen:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Augustan Poetry and the Irrational is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Walter Berry:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Augustan Poetry and the Irrational will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Debra Unger:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. With the book Augustan Poetry and the Irrational we can get more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Augustan Poetry and the
Irrational. Y ou can more desirable than now.

Tessa Krieger:

Some peopl e said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Augustan Poetry and the Irrational to make
your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation
about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open abook and read it.
Beside that the e-book Augustan Poetry and the Irrational can to be your friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of thistime.
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