
Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography

By Arthur Hobson Quinn

Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography By Arthur Hobson Quinn

Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author
of "The Red Mask of Death," "The Black Cat," and "The Murders of the Rue
Morgue," Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his success from suffering and
to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of
Usher" and "The Descent into the Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental
collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities to confuse the
pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy,
guesses, and amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes
itself meticulously to facts. Based on exhaustive research in the Poe family
archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend, and describes how they both
were distorted by prior biographies.
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Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author of "The Red Mask of
Death," "The Black Cat," and "The Murders of the Rue Morgue," Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his
success from suffering and to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of Usher" and "The Descent into
the Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities
to confuse the pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy, guesses, and
amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes itself meticulously to facts. Based on
exhaustive research in the Poe family archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend, and describes how
they both were distorted by prior biographies.
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Editorial Review

Review

Without warning, without any preliminary fanfare of trumpets, a book has now appeared that towers above
others of its kind, a book in which resourceful scholarship and a lucid gift of expression are happily joined. I
wish I could recapture all I have recklessly said in praise of other books and concentrate it here.

(Books)

From the Back Cover
Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author of "The Masque of the Red
Death", "The Black Cat", and "The Murders in the Rue Morgue", Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his
success from suffering and to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of Usher" and "A Descent into the
Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities to
confuse the pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy, guesswork, and
amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes itself meticulously to facts. Based on
exhaustive research in the Poe family archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend and describes how they
both were distorted by early biographies.

About the Author

Arthur Hobson Quinn  (1875-1960) is also the author of American Fiction: An Historical and Critical
Survey and History of the American Drama. Shawn J. Rosenheim  is an associate professor of English at
Williams College. He is the author of The Cryptographic Imagination: Secret Writing from Edgar Allan Poe
to the Internet, also available from Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography. You can add information and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

George Gomez:

The book Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress



or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical
Biography to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a
publication Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Michael Garcia:

The book Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical
Biography? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Edgar Allan Poe: A
Critical Biography has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Gordon:

Beside that Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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