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Since the end of the eighteenth century, the pursuit of 'true love' has been
enshrined in the expectations of Western societies. We regard this pursuit as our
right, and organize our lives around it. However, the possibility that love is
becoming more difficult to achieve in the West has begun to attract considerable
attention. The consensus is that love is both deeply desirable and extremely
difficult to find.

This highly original book explores two aspects of the nature of the apparently
socially essential 'glue' of love. The first theme concerns the sources of our ideas
about love: where the concept originated and, most importantly, what its
relationship has been to morality and moral systems. The second theme is our
determination to find love: whatever the social and personal costs, the desire for
identification with another person drives us to impossible expectations and
occasionally damaging alternatives.

In a compelling critique, this book rejects the high romantic version of love as
well as what could be described as a contractual version of love. In their place, it
describes a love that depends upon reasoned care and commitment and argues
that we should abandon love in its romanticized and commercialized form.
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Since the end of the eighteenth century, the pursuit of 'true love' has been enshrined in the expectations of
Western societies. We regard this pursuit as our right, and organize our lives around it. However, the
possibility that love is becoming more difficult to achieve in the West has begun to attract considerable
attention. The consensus is that love is both deeply desirable and extremely difficult to find.

This highly original book explores two aspects of the nature of the apparently socially essential 'glue' of love.
The first theme concerns the sources of our ideas about love: where the concept originated and, most
importantly, what its relationship has been to morality and moral systems. The second theme is our
determination to find love: whatever the social and personal costs, the desire for identification with another
person drives us to impossible expectations and occasionally damaging alternatives.

In a compelling critique, this book rejects the high romantic version of love as well as what could be
described as a contractual version of love. In their place, it describes a love that depends upon reasoned care
and commitment and argues that we should abandon love in its romanticized and commercialized form.
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Editorial Review

Review
"What's happening to love? In this deeply important, and well crafted book, Evans explores the cultural
premises underlying our fantasies about it. Over the last two hundred years in the West, she argues, we have
personalized and sexualized love, and unhitched it from marriage. But then we have de-eroticized sex, and
unwittingly thinned out the cultural soil which might nurture the bonds we so care to preserve. This is not
because we're bad people but because we're swimming around in a culture of love we need to radically
rethink."Arlie Russell Hochschild, University of California at Berkeley, and author of the forthcoming
Commercialization of Intimate Life and Other Essays

From the Back Cover
Since the end of the eighteenth century, the pursuit of 'true love' has been enshrined in the expectations of
Western societies. We regard this pursuit as our right, and organize our lives around it. However, the
possibility that love is becoming more difficult to achieve in the West has begun to attract considerable
attention. The consensus is that love is both deeply desirable and extremely difficult to find.

This highly original book explores two aspects of the nature of the apparently socially essential 'glue' of love.
The first theme concerns the sources of our ideas about love: where the concept originated and, most
importantly, what its relationship has been to morality and moral systems. The second theme is our
determination to find love: whatever the social and personal costs, the desire for identification with another
person drives us to impossible expectations and occasionally damaging alternatives.

In a compelling critique, this book rejects the high romantic version of love as well as what could be
described as a contractual version of love. In their place, it describes a love that depends upon reasoned care
and commitment and argues that we should abandon love in its romanticized and commercialized form.

About the Author
Mary Evans is at the Centre for Women's Studies, Darwin College, University of Kent.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Don Gonzales:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Love: An Unromantic Discussion will make you to
be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?



Charlene Martinez:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Love: An Unromantic
Discussion book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jeffrey Peak:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Love: An Unromantic Discussion
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Love: An Unromantic Discussion as good book not
only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ann Clark:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Love: An Unromantic Discussion can make you sense more interested to
read.
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