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Spike Lee wrote, directed and starred in She's Gotta Have It, the independent-
film success story of 1986. Shot on a shoe-string budget of $175,000 in black-
and-white 16mm, the film was made with Spike Lee's persistence and talent plus
the help of family and friends. It grossed $8 million at the box office and proved
to be amajor hit with both critics and audiences. Now Spike Lee reveals how he
did it, mapping out the entire creative and production processes-from early
notebook jottings to film festival awards. Spike Lee's Gotta Have It is aunique
document in film literature - it's funny, absorbing, and fresh as the hit film itself.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Thefocus hereis Spike Lee, writer, director and star of the 1986 independent film She's Gotta Have It,
which cost $175,000 to make, grossed $8 million and won the Prix de Jeunesse at Cannes. In an extended
interview with George, Lee discusses his childhood, parents, film school, friends, influences, early films and
She's Gotta Have It, about which he says, "We wanted to show some kind of black sensuality that | know
people want to see, but for whatever reason don'tbecause white people don't know how to handleit." The
centerpiece of the book isajournal Lee kept from 1984 to 1986. It traces the film from his earliest ideas
("Men . .. are encouraged to have and enjoy sex, whileit's not so for women. Why this double standard?"),
scriptwriting and revising, money-raising efforts, production crises, personal notes ("lost weight, down to
115 pounds"), deal-making and Hollywood interest. This diary communicates Le€e's fierce drive and
determination and is an engrossing document of the creative process. His fans oughtta get it.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In 1986, Lee's She's Gotta Have It exploded on the cinemaworld. Thisis hisjourna describing how the film
came to be, beginning in October 1984, when he thought up the title. Lee's account of his seat-of -the-pants
operation is a harrowing tale of the plight of the independent filmmakerespecialy the endless scraping
around for money (despite only $45,000 start-up costs, not millions.) The book isavivid account of a
talented filmmaker at work, and it iswork: We see the project take shape, ideas discarded, others developed,
unexpected inspirations, the shooting itself; and we withess Lee's optimism, energy, and faith in himself.
Includes an interview and the screenplay. David Bartholomew,

Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hope Giles:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, prabably you should have this Spike L ee's Gotta Have It: Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking.

David McK enney:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has adifferent type. We all know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Spike Lee's Gotta Have It: Inside
Guerrilla Filmmaking will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not



make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with
you?

Teresa Hanson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Spike Lee's Gotta Have
It: Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Nikki Kirkland:

The particular book Spike Lee's Gotta Have It: Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. When you
try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Spike Lee's Gotta Have It: Inside Guerrilla
Filmmaking is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.
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