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From the author of My Brilliant Friend

"She is among the greatest Italian authors of recent years."-Corriere della Sera

"Ferrante dissects the personal microcosm so well, and with awesome lucidity
and precision shows us the meanderings of a woman's mind, the suffering that
accompanies being abandoned, and the awful rumbling of time passing."-El
Mundo

"Elena Ferrante has given us a startlingly beautiful novel of exceptional and bold
strength."-Il Manifesto

"Severe and rigorously unsentimental, packed full of passages written with
dizzying intensity at a rare and acute pitch. Ferrante is at her best when her
writing holds tight to those nagging, niggling obsessions that make up our mental
landscapes."-La Stampa

A national bestseller for almost an entire year, The Days of Abandonment
shocked and captivated its Italian public when first published. It is the gripping
story of a woman's descent into devastating emptiness after being abandoned by
her husband with two young children to care for. When she finds herself literally
trapped within the four walls of their high-rise apartment, she is forced to
confront her ghosts, the potential loss of her own identity, and the possibility that
life may never return to normal.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Once an aspiring writer, Olga traded literary ambition for marriage and motherhood; when Mario dumps her
after 15 years, she is utterly unprepared. Though she tells herself that she is a competent woman, nothing like
the poverella (poor abandoned wife) that mothers whispered about in her childhood, Olga falls completely
apart. Routine chores overwhelm her; she neglects her appearance and forgets her manners; she throws
herself at the older musician downstairs; she sees the poverella's ghost. After months of self-pity, anger,
doubt, fury, desperation and near madness, her acknowledgments of weaknesses in the marriage feel as
earned as they are unsurprising. Smoothly translated by New Yorker editor Goldstein, this intelligent and
darkly comic novel—which sat atop Italian bestseller lists for nearly a year, has been translated into 12
languages and adapted for an Italian film slated for 2006 release—conveys the resilience of a complex
woman. Speculation about the identity of the pseudonymous Ferrante, whose previous novel is scheduled for
2006 release by Europa, has reached Pynchon-like proportions in Italy. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
In this deeply observed, excruciatingly blunt novel, Olga, a middle-aged wife and mother, is plunged into a
breakdown after her husband leaves her for a younger woman. Her anguish is expressed through obscenity
and violence, as she neglects her children and day-to-day responsibilities to obsess over what sexual acts her
husband and his lover might be performing. Olga's rage and self-pity threaten to turn her into something of a
monster; when she hears her daughter crying for her, she thinks, "But why should I hurry? I discovered with
remorse that, if the child needed me, I felt no need of her." Still, Ferrante knows just when to let up, and the
redemptive note struck by the ending is a welcome reprieve.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
A classic pop tune asks "What Becomes of the Broken Hearted?" Ferrante's answer in this novel of a woman
betrayed and scorned might be the title of another, "I Fall to Pieces." Olga's husband, Mario, has left her and
their two school-age children not for another woman but for Carla, a barely legal teenager he had once
tutored. Despite having told Olga he was finished with Carla, Mario continued his secret affair with the girl
until she became of age. And then he walked out on Olga. Olga goes from being a soft-spoken, meticulously
groomed 38-year-old, who suppresses any kind of extreme emotion and prides herself on her spic-and-span
housekeeping and excellent cuisine, to becoming a slovenly, wild-eyed creature who creates a brawl on a
public street by ripping Mario's shirt from his back when she spots him with Carla. Readers may want to, but
won't be able to, turn away from this gut-wrenching portrayal, including graphic scenes of animal-like
suffering, of Olga's descent into madness and painful reconstruction of her life. Whitney Scott
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Householder:

The Days of Abandonment can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
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understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Days of Abandonment nevertheless doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Roxanne Harrelson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. The Days of Abandonment can be your answer since it can be read by you who
have those short spare time problems.

Richard Haley:

The book untitled The Days of Abandonment contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Latricia Wynkoop:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Days of Abandonment which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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