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Aron Zysow's 1984 PhD dissertation, "The Economy of Certainty," remains the
most important, compelling, and intellectually ambitious treatment of Islamic
legal theory (usul al-fiqh) in Western scholarship to date. It continues to be
widely read and cited, and remains unsurpassed in its incisive analysis of the
fundamental assumptions of Islamic legal thought. Zysow's important work is
published here in full, for the first time, with updated references and some further
reflections by the author. Zysow argues that the great dividing line in Islamic
legal thought is between those legal theories that require certainty in every detail
of the law and those that will admit probability. The latter were historically
dominant and include the leading legal schools that have survived to our own
day. Zahirism and, for much of its history, Twelver Shi'ism, are examples of the
former. The well-known dispute regarding the legitimacy of juridical analogy is
only one feature of this fundamental epistemological division, since probability
can enter the law in the process of authenticating prophetic traditions and in the
interpretation of the revealed texts, as well as through analogy. The notion of
consensus in Islamic legal theory functioned to reintroduce some measure of
certainty into the law by identifying one of the competing probable solutions as
correct. Consequently, consensus has only a reduced role in those systems that
reject probability. Another, more radical, means of regaining certainty was the
doctrine that regarded the legal reasoning of all qualified jurists on matters of
probability as infallible. The development of legal theories of both types was to a
large extent shaped by theology and, most significantly, by Mu'tazilism, and
subsequently by Ash'arism and Maturidism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is no exaggeration to say that Zysow's contribution is the single most important work on Islamic legal
theory (usul al-fiqh) in any western language." --Marc Herman, Center for Jewish Law and Contemporary
Civilization

"The Economy of Certainty is a classic of Islamic studies and the first academic source in a Western
language on usul al-fiqh. I strongly recommend it." --Abdessamad Belhaj, Catholic University of
Louvain, Journal of the American Oriental Society 135.3 (2015)

About the Author
Aron Zysow received his A.B. (Classics), Ph.D. (Islamic Studies), and J.D. from Harvard. From 2000 to
2005 he served as Research Associate for the Islamic Legal Studies Program at Harvard Law School. Before
that he taught Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Washington in Seattle and Washington
University in St. Louis and commercial law at Baruch College, City University of New York. Prior to his
academic career he worked as an attorney in New York City. His main academic interests are Islamic law,
particularly legal theory, and theology. He is a former fellow of The Institute for the Transregional Study of
the Contemporary Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia (TRI) at Princeton University, where he also
taught in the Department of Near Eastern Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Economy of Certainty: An
Introduction to the Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies) book as
basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Lien:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Economy of Certainty: An
Introduction to the Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.



Cheryl Burnett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Economy of Certainty: An Introduction to the
Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies) it is very good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Claire Davis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The Economy of
Certainty: An Introduction to the Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic
Studies) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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