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'They never existed and were simply bastards of my imagination,' said Alexandre
Dumas, of his famous Three Musketeers, but this is untrue. Athos, Aramis and
Porthos were flesh and blood. Their supposedly fictional duel with Cardinal
Richelieu's guards actually took place in 1640 and Charles d'Artagnan, a teenager
on his first day in Paris, fought alongside the Musketeers. Many other elements
of the tale are also true - the Cardinal's agent, Milady de Winter, really was an
English aristocrat, and against all odds, d'Artagnan did succeed in becoming
Captain of the King's Musketeers, the only person whom Louis XIV could trust
to arrest his over-mighty minister, Fouquet. It was d'Artagnan who escorted
Fouquet to the feared Alpine fortress of Pignerol, wherein lived the most
mysterious of all prisoners, the Man in the Iron Mask. Oxford historian Roger
Macdonald has spent five years unravelling fact from fiction to uncover the true
story of the Musketeers and their connection with the Man in the Iron Mask. It is
a reality more extraordinary than any tale Dumas could devise. Honour and
heroism, betrayal and intrigue, are set amidst the lust, jealousy and deadly
poisons that made the Sun King's court a world of frenzied paranoia. The
Musketeers ride again across the pages of real history in this superbly researched
account, and in his exciting denouement Macdonald at last reveals the identity of
the Man in the Iron Mask.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Roger Macdonald is a writer, journalist and television producer. He studied history at Oxford, specialising in
the French Ancien Regime. His many books include a historical guide to Provence and the Cote d'Azur.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Here thing why this kind of The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in
History And the Four Musketeers are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Man in the Iron
Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History And the Four Musketeers giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History And the
Four Musketeers. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History
And the Four Musketeers in e-book can be your choice.

James Williams:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Man in the Iron Mask: The True
Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History And the Four Musketeers is simple bringing you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Donald Lombard:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous
Prisoner in History And the Four Musketeers. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.



Robert Shaw:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This e-book The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in
History And the Four Musketeers was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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