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Here, in one impressively illustrated volume, leading scholars offer compelling
glimpses into the biblical world, the world in which prophets, poets, sages, and
historians created one of our most important texts--the Bible.

For more than a century, archeologists have been unearthing the tombs, temples,
texts, and artifacts of the ancient Near East and the Mediterranean world. Using
new approaches, contemporary scholars have begun to synthesize this material
with the biblical traditions. The Oxford History of the Biblical World incorporates
the best of this scholarship, and in chronologically ordered chapters presents the
reader with areadable and integrated study of the history, art, architecture,
languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and early Judaism and
Christianity in their larger cultura contexts. The authors also examine such
issues as the roles of women, the tensions between urban and rural settings, royal
and kinship socia structures, and official and popular religions of the region.
Readers will find that 200 photographs, line drawings, and maps as well as an
insert containing 25 color photographs vividly illustrate the history discussed.
Understanding the biblical world isavital part of understanding the Bible. Broad,
authoritative, and visually engaging, The Oxford History of the Biblical World
will illuminate for any reader the ancient world from which the Bible emerged.
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Here, in oneimpressively illustrated volume, leading scholars offer compelling glimpses into the biblical
world, the world in which prophets, poets, sages, and historians created one of our most important texts--the
Bible.

For more than a century, archeol ogists have been unearthing the tombs, temples, texts, and artifacts of the
ancient Near East and the Mediterranean world. Using new approaches, contemporary scholars have begun
to synthesize this material with the biblical traditions. The Oxford History of the Biblical World incorporates
the best of this scholarship, and in chronologically ordered chapters presents the reader with a readable and
integrated study of the history, art, architecture, languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and
early Judaism and Christianity in their larger cultural contexts. The authors also examine such issues as the
roles of women, the tensions between urban and rural settings, royal and kinship social structures, and
official and popular religions of the region. Readers will find that 200 photographs, line drawings, and maps
aswell as an insert containing 25 color photographs vividly illustrate the history discussed.

Understanding the biblical world isavital part of understanding the Bible. Broad, authoritative, and visually
engaging, The Oxford History of the Biblical World will illuminate for any reader the ancient world from
which the Bible emerged.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Coogan (religious studies, Stonehill Coll.) has assembled a dozen scholars with impressive credentialsin
ancient Near Eastern studies to assist him in creating this work of immense scope. These contributors bring
varied perspectivesto their work as they draw from new primary and secondary sources based on recent
archaeological excavations (often their own) and on trandlations of texts such as the Dead Sea Scralls.
Organized chronologically, the essays explore the many cultures of ancient Canaan, Israel, Judea, and
Palestine from 10,000 B.C.E. to the rise of Islam in the seventh century C.E. lllustrations, maps, charts,
chronologies, and bibliographies enhance the uniformly well-written essays. But the strengths of the work
areits currency and breadth of coverage and perspective. Appropriate for all libraries with collectionsin
religion or Near Eastern studies, and of particular interest to students of biblical history and archaeology.
[For another book edited by Coogan, see The Illustrated Guide to World Religions, reviewed on p.
72.7?Ed.]?LindaV. Carlisle, Southern Illinois Univ., Edwardsvill.

-?Linda V. Carlisle, Southern Illinois Univ., Edwardsville

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"The Oxford History of the Biblical World isfirst-class. It merits the highest praise for the best one-volume
work on the Biblical World in the world. It coversthe vast sweep of the biblical story with great economy in
wordage, but misses nothing of importance."--David Noel Freedman, Department of History, University of
Cdlifornia, San Diego

"The book is excellent from every point of view."--Philip J. King, Boston College

About the Author

Michael D. Coogan received a Ph.D. in Near Eastern languages and literatures from Harvard University. He
has excavated in Israel, Jordan, Cyprus, and Egypt. The coeditor of The Oxford Companion to the Bible and
author of many other books and publications, heis currently director of publications for the Harvard Semitic
Museum and professor of religious studies at Stonehill College in Easton, Massachusetts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Stratton:

The fedling that you get from The Oxford History of the Biblical World is amore deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but The Oxford History of the Biblical World giving you excitement feeling



of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Oxford History of the Biblical World
instantly.

Nathanad Ma:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Oxford History of the Biblical World your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get previousto. The The Oxford History of the Biblical World giving you an additional experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now et
us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Gina Dana;

Y ou can get this The Oxford History of the Biblical World by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.

Erica Futch:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of

news. Within this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.

Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Oxford History of the Biblical World when you necessary it?
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