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A former word pun champion's funny, erudite, and provocative exploration
of puns, the people who make them, and this derided wordplay's remarkable
impact on history.

The pun is commonly dismissed as the lowest form of wit, and punsters are often
unpopular for their obsessive wordplay. But such attitudes are relatively recent
developments. In The Pun Also Rises, John Pollack-a former World Pun
Champion and presidential speechwriter for Bill Clinton-explains why such
wordplay is significant: It both revolutionized language and played a pivotal role
in making the modern world possible. Skillfully weaving together stories and
evidence from history, brain science, pop culture, literature, anthropology, and
humor, The Pun Also Rises is an authoritative yet playful exploration of a
practice that is common, in one form or another, to virtually every language on
earth.

At once entertaining and educational, this engaging book answers fundamental
questions: Just what is a pun, and why do people make them? How did punning
impact the development of human language, and how did that drive creativity
and progress? And why, after centuries of decline, does the pun still matter?

Watch a Video
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Editorial Review

Review

"Punderful!"
-Ben Schott, author of Schott's Original Miscellany

"Anyone with an interest in language is going to find this book fascinating."
-David Crystal, author of How Language Works

"With his compelling narrative style, Pollack unearths hard evidence that the noble pun is much more than a
literary step-child or linguistic anomaly. And as a practitioner of the art and artifice of wordplay himself,
John naturally dedicates a bit of spice to peppering and assaulting us with a few subtle zingers of his zone."
-Gary Hallock, producer of the O.Henry Pun-Off World Championships

"In The Pun Also Rises, John Pollack stirs the brain and tickles the funny bone with rewording insights into
why the pun is dramatically rising in our culture, and illuminates with dazzling whiz and witdom how the
pun has made us who we are today."
-Richard Lederer, International Punster of the Year and author of Get Thee to a Punnery

About the Author

John Pollack, former presidential speechwriter, won the 1995 O. Henry World Championship Pun-Off. His
previous books include Cork Boat and The World on a String: How to Become a Freelance Foreign
Correspondent. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

Here thing why this kind of The Pun Also Rises: How the Humble Pun Revolutionized Language, Changed
History, and Made Wordplay More Than Some Antics are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The Pun Also Rises: How the Humble Pun Revolutionized Language, Changed
History, and Made Wordplay More Than Some Antics giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Pun Also Rises: How the Humble
Pun Revolutionized Language, Changed History, and Made Wordplay More Than Some Antics. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of The Pun Also Rises: How the Humble Pun Revolutionized Language, Changed History, and Made
Wordplay More Than Some Antics in e-book can be your alternate.



Donald Hidalgo:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will improve
your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send
more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one having theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Pun Also Rises: How the Humble Pun
Revolutionized Language, Changed History, and Made Wordplay More Than Some Antics is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ronald Moffatt:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Pun Also Rises: How the Humble Pun Revolutionized
Language, Changed History, and Made Wordplay More Than Some Antics as the daily resource information.

Julie Gooch:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Pun Also Rises: How the Humble Pun Revolutionized Language, Changed History, and Made Wordplay
More Than Some Antics will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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