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Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a
little apprehensive when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in
the wilderness. When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he
has no way to shoot game or to protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy
in the Beaver clan, he begins to better understand their way of life and their
growing problem in adapting to the white man and the changing frontier.

Elizabeth George Speare’s Newbery Honor-winning survival story is filled with
wonderful detail about living in the wilderness and the relationships that formed
between settlers and natives in the 1700s. Now with an introduction by Joseph
Bruchac.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
When his father returns East to collect the rest of the family, 13-year-old Matt is left alone to guard his
family's newly built homestead. One day, Matt is brutally stung when he robs a bee tree for honey. He
returns to consciousness to discover that his many stings have been treated by an old Native American and
his grandson. Matt offers his only book as thanks, but the old man instead asks Matt to teach his grandson
Attean to read. Both boys are suspicious, but Attean comes each day for his lesson. In the mornings, Matt
tries to entice Attean with tales from Robinson Crusoe, while in the afternoons, Attean teaches Matt about
wilderness survival and Native American culture. The boys become friends in spite of themselves, and their
inevitable parting is a moving tribute to the ability of shared experience to overcome prejudice. The Sign of
the Beaver was a Newbery Honor Book; author Elizabeth Speare has also won the Newbery Medal twice, for
The Witch of Blackbird Pond and The Bronze Bow. (Ages 12 and older) --Richard Farr

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-By Elizabeth George Speare. Twelve-year old Matt is trying his best to survive on his own until
his father returns to their cabin in the Maine wilderness with the rest of the family. Matt develops a deep
friendship with a Native American boy. Matt must decide if he should continue waiting for his family or
begin a new life with his friend.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Matt joins other memorable characters, Kit, Julie, and Karana, finding his inner strength and values in a
changing world in this well-written and fast-reading story." School Library Journal, Starred

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jena Alvarez:

The book The Sign of the Beaver can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Sign of the Beaver? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Sign of the Beaver has simple shape but you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Mary Goldstein:

This book untitled The Sign of the Beaver to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to



you personally to past this book from your list.

Victoria Schwan:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Sign of the Beaver can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Sign of the Beaver.

Elsie Fiala:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Sign of the Beaver was filled with regards to science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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