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Over the concluding decades of the twentieth century, the historic preservation
community increasingly turned its attention to modern buildings, including
bungalows from the 1930s, gas stations and diners from the 1940s, and office
buildings and architectural homes from the 1950s. Conservation efforts, however,
were often hampered by a lack of technical information about the products used
in these structures, and to fill this gap Twentieth-Century Building Materials was
developed by the U.S. Department of the Interior’s National Park Service and
first published in 1995. Now, this invaluable guide is being reissued—with a new
preface by the book’s original editor.
 
With more than 250 illustrations, including a full-color photographic essay, the
volume remains an indispensable reference on the history and conservation of
modern building materials. Thirty-seven essays written by leading experts offer
insights into the history, manufacturing processes, and uses of a wide range of
materials, including glass block, aluminum, plywood, linoleum, and gypsum
board. Readers will also learn about how these materials perform over time and
discover valuable conservation and repair techniques. Bibliographies and sources
for further research complete the volume.
 
The book is intended for a wide range of conservation professionals including
architects, engineers, conservators, and material scientists engaged in the
conservation of modern buildings, as well as scholars in related disciplines.
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Over the concluding decades of the twentieth century, the historic preservation community increasingly
turned its attention to modern buildings, including bungalows from the 1930s, gas stations and diners from
the 1940s, and office buildings and architectural homes from the 1950s. Conservation efforts, however, were
often hampered by a lack of technical information about the products used in these structures, and to fill this
gap Twentieth-Century Building Materials was developed by the U.S. Department of the Interior’s National
Park Service and first published in 1995. Now, this invaluable guide is being reissued—with a new preface
by the book’s original editor.
 
With more than 250 illustrations, including a full-color photographic essay, the volume remains an
indispensable reference on the history and conservation of modern building materials. Thirty-seven essays
written by leading experts offer insights into the history, manufacturing processes, and uses of a wide range
of materials, including glass block, aluminum, plywood, linoleum, and gypsum board. Readers will also
learn about how these materials perform over time and discover valuable conservation and repair techniques.
Bibliographies and sources for further research complete the volume.
 
The book is intended for a wide range of conservation professionals including architects, engineers,
conservators, and material scientists engaged in the conservation of modern buildings, as well as scholars in
related disciplines.
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Editorial Review

Review

“…invaluable…for anybody with an interest in modern architecture.”—Journal of the Institute of
Conservation
 
 

About the Author

Thomas C. Jester, AIA, formerly an architectural historian with the National Park Service, is a senior
architect at Quinn Evans Architects, where he specializes in historic preservation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and Conservation as
your daily resource information.

Dean Rakestraw:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and Conservation.

Katherine Khan:

The guide with title Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and Conservation contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.



That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Clifford Stoner:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and Conservation
was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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