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With Weapons of Chess, National Master and highly acclaimed teacher Bruce
Pandolfini brings us the most accessible and easy-to-use chess strategy book
ever.
Written for beginning and intermediate players, Weapons of Chess is the first
encyclopedia of chess strategies that doesn't rely on the usual baffling chess
notation. There are no symbolic chess moves, no charts or sequences in chess
notation: every move is explained in words.
Arranged alphabetically for easy use and based mainly on pawn formation, the
incredibly detailed and thorough entries in this book talk a player through dozens
of common strategic dilemmas, such as "doubled pawn," "bishops vs. knights,"
and "hanging pawn pair." Diagrams illustrate the terms, first showing the basic
position and then strategically moving to more complicated versions of it. Players
will learn how to formulate plans once they have reached a middlegame,
enabling them to make wiser strategic decisions after the first few moves of the
game.
Designed for use as a ready reference during actual practice games, and usable
without a chess board, Weapons of Chess is a unique and invaluable resource for
any developing chess player.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Written for beginning and intermediate players, 'Weapons of Chess' is the first encyclopedia of chess
strategies that doesn't rely on the usual baffling chess notation. There are no symbolic chess moves, no charts
or sequences in chess notation: every move is explained in words.

About the Author
Bruce Pandolfini is the author of ten instructional chess books, including Bobby Fischer's Outrageous Chess
Moves, Principles of the New Chess, Pandolfini's Endgame Course, Russian Chess, The ABC's of Chess,
Let's Play Chess, Kasparov's Winning Chess Tactics, One-Move Chess by the Champions, Chess Openings:
Traps and Zaps, and Square One. He is also editor of the distinguished anthologies The Best of Chess Life,
Volumes I and II. Perhaps the most experienced chess teacher in North America and the Executive Director
of the Manhattan Chess Club, Bruce Pandolfini lives in New York City.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
ADVANTAGE

Any factor that increases your winning chances is an advantage. The player who has the most such factors in
his or her favor has the advantage in the game; that is, the better winning chances.

Specific advantages fall into categories. For instance, if you have fewer weaknesses than your opponent, you
probably have an advantage in pawn structure. In Diagram 1, since White's pawns are in fewer groups than
Black's, they are easier to guard. Black's pawns have more weaknesses.

TIME

If you have more pieces developed than your opponent, you probably have an advantage in time. White has a
large edge in development in Diagram 2.

Note that White has one less pawn than Black. In order to capture the White b-pawn, Black wasted valuable
time and moved the queen several times. As a result, Black now has only three developed pieces, while
White's seven pieces are all in action. This gives White a winning superiority in time.

SPACE

Control of the center, more advanced pawns, rooks on open and half-open files -- these are some indicators
of an advantage in space. In Diagram 3, White's spatial edge is significant.

MATERIAL

If you have more men or more valuable men than your opponent, you have an advantage in material. In
Diagram 4, White has an extra pawn but Black has a rook compared with White's knight. Black therefore has
a slight material advantage.

SAFETY



If your king is less exposed than your opponent's, you probably have an advantage in king safety. In Diagram
5, White's king is securely castled. Black's is stuck in the center and dangerously exposed.

TYPES OF ADVANTAGES

Advantages can be temporal, positional, or material. Temporal advantages might include: faster piece
development or having been able to force your opponent to make extra pawn moves (instead of developing
pieces). Temporal advantages have a way of evaporating, so they should be converted to other types of
advantages early in the game. Your opponent will be able to catch up in development (for example) if you
don't make something of your early development soon enough.

Positional advantages, such as control of the center, good pawn structure, controlling open or half-open files,
and obtaining a safe position for the king, change constantly throughout the game. When you play
positionally, you are trying for small advantages -- and sometimes your opponent either doesn't realize what
you are doing or doesn't consider those advantages important. But although those little advantages may not
amount to much individually, when they're accumulated and cultivated, they can eventually add up to a real
positional superiority. To neutralize these advantages your opponent may have to surrender material or
submit to a strong attack on his king.

Material advantages, such as trading a knight for a rook, or a queen for two minor pieces, keeping a good
bishop, or trading a bad bishop are usually the most decisive.

Advantages in material and pawn structure tend to be more permanent than temporal advantages. If you have
an extra pawn, unless something radical happens you will probably still have it ten moves later. Thus, some
advantages are more useful, practically speaking, while others are harder to turn into a win.

ANALYZING THE COMPETITION POSITIONALLY

Try to build your game and increase your overall advantages. Reduce the weaknesses in your own position
and increase those in your opponent's. To do this, you must be able to evaluate correctly. You must know
how to analyze a chess position.

Copyright © 1989 by Bruce Pandolfini

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dale Perez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Weapons of Chess: An Omnibus of Chess Strategies (Fireside Chess
Library). Try to face the book Weapons of Chess: An Omnibus of Chess Strategies (Fireside Chess Library)
as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.



Jody Vinson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Weapons of Chess: An Omnibus
of Chess Strategies (Fireside Chess Library) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Alberta Jones:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Weapons of Chess: An Omnibus of Chess
Strategies (Fireside Chess Library) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Gloria Castaldo:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Weapons of Chess: An Omnibus of Chess Strategies (Fireside Chess Library) when you essential it?
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