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Which paradigm of critique -- Foucault's or Habermas's -- is philosophically and
practically superior, especially with regard to the nature and role of power in
contemporary society? In shaping this collection, Michael Kelly has sought to
address this question in relation to the ethical, political, and social theory of the
past two decades.Michel Foucault and Jurgen Habermas had only just begun to
come to terms with one another's work when Foucault died in 1984; they had
even discussed the possibility of a formal debate on "Enlightenment" in the
neutral arena of the United States. In the decade since, Habermas and his
supporters have continued to respond to Foucault in various ways, but Foucault's
followers have not shown as strong an inclination to keep up his side of the
dialogue. For this reason an invaluable exchange on the nature and limits of
philosophy in the present age has never achieved its full potential.In this
anthology Michael Kelly recasts the debate in a way that will open it up for
further development. The book starts by juxtaposing key texts from the two
philosophers; it then adds a set of reactions and commentaries by theorists who
have taken up the two alternative approaches to power and critique. (Two of
these essays were written especially for this volume.) The result is a guide for
those seeking to understand and build on this important but unfinished
debate.Essays by: Michel Foucault. Jürgen Habermas. Axel Honneth. Nancy
Fraser. Richard Bernstein. Thomas McCarthy. James Schmidt and Thomas E.
Wartenberg. Gilles Deleuze. Jana Sawicki. Michael Kelly.
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Which paradigm of critique -- Foucault's or Habermas's -- is philosophically and practically superior,
especially with regard to the nature and role of power in contemporary society? In shaping this collection,
Michael Kelly has sought to address this question in relation to the ethical, political, and social theory of the
past two decades.Michel Foucault and Jurgen Habermas had only just begun to come to terms with one
another's work when Foucault died in 1984; they had even discussed the possibility of a formal debate on
"Enlightenment" in the neutral arena of the United States. In the decade since, Habermas and his supporters
have continued to respond to Foucault in various ways, but Foucault's followers have not shown as strong an
inclination to keep up his side of the dialogue. For this reason an invaluable exchange on the nature and
limits of philosophy in the present age has never achieved its full potential.In this anthology Michael Kelly
recasts the debate in a way that will open it up for further development. The book starts by juxtaposing key
texts from the two philosophers; it then adds a set of reactions and commentaries by theorists who have taken
up the two alternative approaches to power and critique. (Two of these essays were written especially for this
volume.) The result is a guide for those seeking to understand and build on this important but unfinished
debate.Essays by: Michel Foucault. Jürgen Habermas. Axel Honneth. Nancy Fraser. Richard Bernstein.
Thomas McCarthy. James Schmidt and Thomas E. Wartenberg. Gilles Deleuze. Jana Sawicki. Michael
Kelly.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Which paradigm of critique--Foucault's or Habermas's--is philosophically superior, especially with regard to
the nature and role power in contemporary society? In shaping this collection, Michael Kelly has sought to
address this question in relation to the ethical, political, and social theory of the past two decades.

About the Author
Michael Kelly is Adjunct Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Columbia University, where he is also
Managing Editor of the journal Philosophical Forum.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Delores Nault:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Critique and Power: Recasting the Foucault / Habermas Debate
(Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought). Try to stumble through book Critique and Power:
Recasting the Foucault / Habermas Debate (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) as your
buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

James Dickens:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Critique and Power: Recasting the Foucault /
Habermas Debate (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Arthur Pineda:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book Critique and Power: Recasting the Foucault / Habermas Debate (Studies in



Contemporary German Social Thought) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book has high quality.

Kevin Shepherd:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Critique and Power: Recasting the
Foucault / Habermas Debate (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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