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This book advances a social-theoretic treatment of public finance, which
contrasts with the typical treatment of government as an agent of intervention
into amarket economy. To start, Richard Wagner construes government not as an
agent but as a polycentric process of interaction, just as is a market economy. The
theory of markets and the theory of public finance are thus construed as
complementary components of a broader endeavor of social theorizing, with both
seeking to provide insight into the emergence of generally coordinated
relationships within society. The author places analytical focus on emergent
processes of development rather than on states of equilibrium, and with much of
that development set in motion by conflict among people and their plans. Some
of the book's defining characteristics include: * Budgets emerge through
organizationally constituted political entrepreneurship * Government is construed
as aprocess of interaction and participation and not as a unitary entity of
intervention * Government and markets are incorporated into a unified theory of
property which is traced to human nature and its requirements for both autonomy
and solidarity. Richard Wagner's book will be of interest to researchersin public
finance, public choice, Austrian economics, political science and public policy.
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This book advances a social-theoretic treatment of public finance, which contrasts with the typical treatment
of government as an agent of intervention into a market economy. To start, Richard Wagner construes
government not as an agent but as a polycentric process of interaction, just asis a market economy. The
theory of markets and the theory of public finance are thus construed as complementary components of a
broader endeavor of social theorizing, with both seeking to provide insight into the emergence of generally
coordinated relationships within society. The author places analytical focus on emergent processes of
development rather than on states of equilibrium, and with much of that development set in motion by
conflict among people and their plans. Some of the book's defining characteristicsinclude: * Budgets emerge
through organizationally constituted political entrepreneurship * Government is construed as a process of
interaction and participation and not as a unitary entity of intervention * Government and markets are
incorporated into a unified theory of property which istraced to human nature and its requirements for both
autonomy and solidarity. Richard Wagner's book will be of interest to researchersin public finance, public
choice, Austrian economics, political science and public policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Wagner brings remarkable scholarship to bear on €lucidating the emergent approach and connecting it to the
vast and varied public finance literature.' -- Brian Pitt, Review of Austrian Economics “Richard Wagner's
process-oriented analysis of the public sector offers an insightful alternative to standard public finance theory
and a powerful critique of neoclassical welfare economics. His ideas will prove valuable to any scholar
interested in understanding the economic activities of government.' -- Randall G. Holcombe, Florida State
University, US "Written by one of the premier scholars of fiscal processin the world, this book takes an
approach that mixes common sense and aradical redefinition of the nature of fiscal process. Rather than an
incremental advancein ng taxing and spending, Richard Wagner opens new vistas by examining the
foundations of collective activity. He rejects the standard treatment of fiscal management as a corrective to
market failure, and starts with the first principles of government action. | don't know when | have learned
more from a single book.' -- Michael Munger, Duke University, US "Thisisahighly original and creative
argument by amajor political economist to rethink how the public economy is studied. Instead of treating the
public sector as a corrective agency for problems that may arise in the private economy, Professor Wagner
proposes to study the "public square” in the same way that modern economists approach the "private square”.
This involves eschewing equilibrium theories and emphasizing evolutionary competitive processes,
examining property rights structures, stressing the role of entrepreneurship, and, in short, applying the
principles of the New Institutional Economics to government. Wagner gives many convincing examples of
how to apply his approach, al to good effect. Thisis an important book that deserves to be read widely and
taken seriously. Learning the lessons that Wagner wants to teach us holds the promise of turning the study of
public economics into a proper scientific explanation of government rather than an empty exercisein
evaluation and intervention.' -- Robert D. Tollison, Clemson University, US

About the Author
Richard E. Wagner, Holbert L. Harris Professor of Economic, Department of Economics, George Mason
University, US

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Merry Springs:

The book Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of Public Finance: An Exploratory Essay (New Thinking in
Political Economy Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of
Public Finance: An Exploratory Essay (New Thinking in Political Economy Series) to get your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a book Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of
Public Finance: An Exploratory Essay (New Thinking in Political Economy Series). Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So, how do you think about this
guide?



Fred Martinez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of Public Finance: An Exploratory Essay (New Thinking in
Political Economy Series) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of Public Finance: An Exploratory Essay (New Thinking in Political
Economy Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern thisis your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Pamela Acuna:

Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of Public Finance: An Exploratory Essay (New Thinking in Political
Economy Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of Public Finance: An
Exploratory Essay (New Thinking in Political Economy Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Catherine Almond:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssimple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list of booksin
the top list in your reading list isusually Fiscal Sociology and the Theory of Public Finance: An Exploratory
Essay (New Thinking in Political Economy Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.
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