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Fractured Rebellion is the first full-length account of the evolution of China’s
Red Guard Movement in Beijing, the nation’s capital, from its beginnings in
1966 to its forcible suppression in 1968. Andrew Walder combines historical
narrative with sociological analysis as he explores the radical student
movement’s crippling factionalism, devastating social impact, and ultimate
failure.

Most accounts of the movement have portrayed a struggle among Red Guards as
a social conflict that pitted privileged “conservative” students against socially
marginalized “radicals” who sought to change an oppressive social and political
system. Walder employs newly available documentary evidence and the recent
memoirs of former Red Guard leaders and members to demonstrate that on both
sides of the bitter conflict were students from comparable socioeconomic
backgrounds, who shared similar?largely defensive?motivations. The intensity of
the conflict and the depth of the divisions were an expression of authoritarian
political structures that continued to exert an irresistible pull on student motives
and actions, even in the midst of their rebellion.

Walder’s nuanced account challenges the main themes of an entire generation of
scholarship about the social conflicts of China’s Cultural Revolution, shedding
light on the most tragic and poorly understood period of recent Chinese history.
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Beijing, the nation’s capital, from its beginnings in 1966 to its forcible suppression in 1968. Andrew Walder
combines historical narrative with sociological analysis as he explores the radical student movement’s
crippling factionalism, devastating social impact, and ultimate failure.

Most accounts of the movement have portrayed a struggle among Red Guards as a social conflict that pitted
privileged “conservative” students against socially marginalized “radicals” who sought to change an
oppressive social and political system. Walder employs newly available documentary evidence and the
recent memoirs of former Red Guard leaders and members to demonstrate that on both sides of the bitter
conflict were students from comparable socioeconomic backgrounds, who shared similar?largely
defensive?motivations. The intensity of the conflict and the depth of the divisions were an expression of
authoritarian political structures that continued to exert an irresistible pull on student motives and actions,
even in the midst of their rebellion.

Walder’s nuanced account challenges the main themes of an entire generation of scholarship about the social
conflicts of China’s Cultural Revolution, shedding light on the most tragic and poorly understood period of
recent Chinese history.
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Editorial Review

Review
An impressive and important work of scholarship which will join a small set of major books on the Cultural
Revolution. (Jeffrey N. Wasserstrom, University of California, Irvine)

An analysis that will alter the view of one of the seminal events in the history of the People's Republic of
China. (Frederick C. Teiwes, the University of Sydney)

A truly extraordinary scholarly achievement. Never has the immensely important puzzle of the Red Guard
Movement ever been rendered in such rich, clarifying empirical detail as Walder gives us here. (Doug
McAdam, Stanford University)

Better than anything else I have read, Andrew Walder's Fractured Rebellion explains how and why the
Beijing students in the first two years of the Cultural Revolution became so sharply, bitterly, and fatally
divided. An absorbing work of research and synthesis. (Jonathan Spence, author of The Search for a Modern
China)

The book masterfully combines historical case studies with sociological methodology and fundamentally
changes our understanding of Red Guard factionalism...The book is without doubt one of the greatest
breakthroughs in research on the Cultural Revolution published during the past three decades and should be
read by anyone interested in the history of mass movements and modern Chinese history in general. (Daniel
Leese China Quarterly 2010-06-01)

Too little research has been conducted about the fascinating, confusing upheavals that shook China during
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of 1966–68. Now, four decades after the mass fighting was
suppressed, Andrew Walder helps to fill important gaps in our knowledge...Fractured Rebellion: The Beijing
Red Guard Movement makes an important contribution to our knowledge of an extraordinary, tumultuous
period in recent Chinese history. (Jonathan Unger China Journal 2010-07-01)

While not minimizing either the violence or Mao's responsibility, Walder presents a less stereotyped and
more diverse picture of Red Guard attitudes to violence--as far as I know for the first time at this length in
Western scholarship. (John Gittings The China Beat 2010-03-31)

Revealing...Walder's book, the first on the Beijing Red Guards, concentrates entirely on the movement in the
capital's universities and schools and the conflicts among them, mighty subjects in themselves. (Jonathan
Mirsky New York Review of Books 2010-11-11)

Walder's volume is a remarkable piece of scholarship of intellectual honesty and rigor...It is precisely
because Walder consistently refuses to simplify that his powerful account of Beijing's Red Guard movement
captures its unpredictability, its volatility, and, above all, its internal complexity...Walder's fine contribution
pushes us to reevaluate what we thought we knew about this pivotal period in modern Chinese history and,
perhaps, to reflect again on the scope and breadth of its lingering irresolution. (Patricia Thornton Journal of
Asian Studies 2010-11-01)

About the Author



Andrew G. Walder is Denise O'Leary and Kent Thiry Professor of Sociology, and Senior Fellow at the
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Fractured Rebellion:
The Beijing Red Guard Movement book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Diana Ham:

The reserve with title Fractured Rebellion: The Beijing Red Guard Movement contains a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Billy Shaner:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book Fractured Rebellion: The Beijing Red Guard Movement it is very good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Sean Owens:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fractured Rebellion: The Beijing Red Guard
Movement can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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