Intention and Text: Towards an Intentionality
of Literary Form (Continuum Literary Studies)

By Kaye Mitchell

Read Online ©

Intention and Text: Towardsan Intentionality of Literary Form
(Continuum Literary Studies) By Kaye Mitchell

The question of intention is central to the study of literature. How far can an
author's intentions determine the meanings of his/her text? What do we mean by
‘intention’ in aliterary context? What force does the reader’ s intention have in the
construction of textual meaning? To what extent can atext itself be said to be
‘intentional’ ?

The aim of this book isto provide an in-depth analysis and critique of this
concept of intention, its uses within the realms of literary theory, aesthetics,
philosophy of language, phenomenology and deconstruction, and its potential for
redefinition. Mitchell sets out to re-think intention and interrogate the
possibilities of an intentionalism more suited to aformalist or textualist critical
methodology. She moves from an assessment of the pitfalls of atraditional
authorial intentionalism, towards the formulation of an ‘intentionality of form’,
where intention is seen asaformal attribute of the text itself
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‘intentional’ ?

The aim of this book isto provide an in-depth analysis and critique of this concept of intention, its uses
within the realms of literary theory, aesthetics, philosophy of language, phenomenology and deconstruction,
and its potential for redefinition. Mitchell sets out to re-think intention and interrogate the possibilities of an
intentionalism more suited to aformalist or textualist critical methodology. She moves from an assessment
of the pitfalls of atraditional authorial intentionalism, towards the formulation of an ‘intentionality of form’,
where intention is seen asaformal attribute of the text itself
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisoriginal, lucid and rigorous book provides an authoritative investigation and critique of analytic,
continental and literary critical and theoretical positions on intention. The best book in recent years on the
subject, it makes an important and innovative argument about intention and deserves to be read by anyone
with an interest in these debates." (Robert Eaglestone, Professor of Contemporary Literature and Thought at
Royal Holloway, University of London, UK) "Since the 'intention fallacy' was formulated to establish the
proper bounds of literary criticism the topic has received the attention it deserves. In this lucid, wide-ranging
and bold study Mitchell manages to combine aliterary critic's attention to formal detail with a philosopher's
sense of conceptual rigour and clarity. Remarkable for its facility to work imaginitively with Derrida and
Wimsatt and Beardsley, this book provides a genuinely new and productive approach to the problem of
intention. While retaining a sense of the difficulty of appealsto intention, Mitchell enables a sophisticated
notion of intention to renew critical and interpretive practice. Thiswork will be valuable for both students
and researchersin any field of literary criticism." (Professor Claire Colebrook, University of Edinburgh,
UK)"

About the Author
Kaye Mitchell is Lecturer in Contemporary Literature in the Centre for New Writing at the University of
Manchester, UK. Sheisthe author of A. L Kennedy (Palgrave 2007).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alice Lawson:

The book Intention and Text: Towards an Intentionality of Literary Form (Continuum Literary Studies) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading abook Intention and Text: Towards an Intentionality of Literary Form (Continuum Literary
Studies) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like wide open and read ae-
book Intention and Text: Towards an Intentionality of Literary Form (Continuum Literary Studies). Kinds of
book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Wayne Sutphin:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be aways change and advance. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to aperson is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Intention and Text: Towards an
Intentionality of Literary Form (Continuum Literary Studies) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Danna Bullock:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Intention and Text: Towards an Intentionality of Literary Form (Continuum Literary Studies).

Rose Davies;

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Intention and Text: Towards an Intentionality of Literary Form (Continuum Literary Studies)
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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