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Note from the publisher: 

The Interactive Resource Center is an online learning environment where
instructors and students can access the tools they need to make efficient use of
their time, while reinforcing and assessing their understanding of key concepts
for successful understanding of the course. An access card with redemption code
for the online Interactive Resource Center is included with all new, print
copies or can be purchased separately.    (***If you rent or purchase a used book
with an access code, the access code may have been redeemed previously and
you may have to purchase a new access code - ISBN: 9781118922248).

The online Interactive Resource Center contains resources tied to the book, such
as:

Interactive Resources: 

Flashcards featuring images from book for image identification self-study ●

Self-test assessment by chapter ●

Image Gallery featuring key designers and their work●

Downloadable Resources: 

Indices of key terms and people●

***Winner of the First-Ever QED (Quality, Excellence, Design) award by
Digital Book World***
 
This is the unrivaled, comprehensive, and award-winning reference tool on
graphic design recognized for publishing excellence by the Association of
American Publishers. Now, this Fifth Edition of Meggs' History of Graphic
Design offers even more detail and breadth of content than its heralded
predecessors, revealing a saga of creative innovators, breakthrough technologies,
and important developments responsible for paving the historic paths that define
the graphic design experience. In addition to classic topics such as the invention
of writing and alphabets, the origins of printing and typography, and postmodern

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0470168730
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0470168730
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0470168730


design, this new Fifth Edition presents new information on current trends and
technologies sweeping the graphic design landscape such as the web, multimedia,
interactive design, and private presses, thus adding new layers of depth to an
already rich resource.

With more than 1,400 high-quality images throughout many new or newly
updated Meggs' History of Graphic Design, Fifth Edition provides a wealth of
visual markers for inspiration and emulation. For professionals, students, and
everyone who works with or loves the world of graphic design, this landmark
text will quickly become an invaluable guide that they will turn to again and
again.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
 Q&A with Author Alston W. Purvis

What’s new in this edition?
The fifth edition has additional coverage of the Middle East, Spain, Portugal, South America, and China as
well as multi-media and motion graphics. Also, much in the last chapters is new, since graphic design history
is changing almost daily. The last chapters are always the most difficult since we are living in the same
period when things are happening.

What are the biggest differences between the last edition and this new edition?
In the last edition, I included many more images and improved the quality of others. Resulting from
additional research and discoveries, I naturally made changes to the text, but I essentially maintained the
same basic structure of the book. This process continued but far more extensively in the fifth edition.

How do you choose the designers who are in the book?
Designers were chosen for having made significant contributions to Graphic Design history. What
distinguishes a master from his or her colleagues is both perplexing and difficult. Although every effort is
made to avoid this, there will inevitably be the realization that an important figure was omitted. However, the
accomplishments of significant individuals that have withstood the test of time will continue to inspire us.

With so much information to cover, do you find it difficult to revise this title?
Phil Meggs often said—and I agree—that one of the gratifying aspects of this book was being able to write
the next edition, as you find things that you missed earlier and that each issue becomes more refined and
richer in scope.

Do you receive a lot of feedback from readers?
I welcome and greatly value feedback in every stage of the writing and editing. The feedback I do receive
usually involves a point of disagreement, such as having omitted a designer or point. But I welcome any
positive or negative input from all sources. Comments from teachers are especially useful, as I find it
important to learn how the book is used in classroom situations.

From the Inside Flap
The classic "bible" of graphic design history—now fully revised and updated!

This is the unrivaled, comprehensive, and award-winning reference tool on graphic design recognized for
publishing excellence by the Association of American Publishers. Now, this Fifth Edition of Meggs' History
of Graphic Design offers even more detail and breadth of content than its heralded predecessors, revealing a
saga of creative innovators, breakthrough technologies, and important developments responsible for paving
the historic paths that define the graphic design experience. In addition to classic topics such as the invention
of writing and alphabets, the origins of printing and typography, and postmodern design, this new Fifth
Edition presents new information on current trends and technologies sweeping the graphic design
landscape—such as the web, multimedia, interactive design, and private presses, thus adding new layers of
depth to an already rich resource.



With more than 1,400 high-quality images throughout—many new or newly updated—Meggs' History of
Graphic Design, Fifth Edition provides a wealth of visual markers for inspiration and emulation. For
professionals, students, and everyone who works with or loves the world of graphic design, this landmark
text will quickly become an invaluable guide that they will turn to again and again.

About the Author
The late Philip B. Meggs was a designer, educator, and author. He was School of the Arts Research
Professor, Communication Arts and Design Department, at Virginia Commonwealth University; visiting
faculty at Syracuse University and the National College of Art and Design in Dublin, Ireland; and
contributing editor to Print magazine. He authored more than a dozen books and 150 articles and papers on
design and typography, including a section on graphic design in Encyclopedia Britannica. He was inducted
into the Art Directors Hall of Fame and received its Educator's Award for lifetime achievement and
significantly shaping the future of the fields of graphic design education and writing.

Alston W. Purvis is Professor of Graphic Design at the Boston University College of Fine Arts. During his
career, he has worked as an instructor at The Cooper Union and the Royal Academy of Fine Arts at The
Hague. His photographs have been exhibited in Amsterdam, London, New York, and Paris. He is the author
of Dutch Graphic Design: 1918 1945 and H. N. Werkman; and coauthor of Graphic Design 20th Century; A
Century of Posters; Wendingen: A Journal for the Arts 1918 1932; Creative Type; Dutch Graphic Design: A
Century of Innovation; Jan Tschichold: Posters of the Avant Garde; Posters NL; Jan Tschichold, Master
Typographer: His Life, Work and Legacy; The Ballets Russes and the Art of Design; and Type: A Visual
History of Typefaces and Graphic Styles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christa Nisbet:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Meggs' History of Graphic Design.

Henry Evans:

Often the book Meggs' History of Graphic Design has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research
before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Lavone Anderson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Meggs' History of Graphic Design reserve
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who



read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Meggs' History of Graphic Design as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Corey Cook:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is known as of book Meggs' History of Graphic Design. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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