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Philip Anderson was educated at University High School in Urbana, Illinois, at
Harvard (Bs 1943, PhD 1949), and further educated at Bell Laboratories, where
his career (1949-1984) coincided with the greatest period of that remarkable
institution. Starting in 1967, he shared his time with Cambridge University (until
1975) and then with Princeton, where he continued full time as Joseph Henry
Professor until 1997. As an emeritus he remains active in research, and at press
time he was involved in several scientific controversies about high profile
subjects, in which his point of view, though unpopular at the moment, is likely to
prevail eventually. His colleagues have made him one of the two physicists most
often cited in the scientific literature, for several decades. His work is
characterized by mathematical simplicity combined with conceptual depth, and
by profound respect for experimental findings. He has explored areas outside his
main discipline, the quantum theory of condensed matter (for which he won the
1977 Nobel Prize), on several occasions: his paper on what is now called the
“Anderson-Higgs mechanism” was a main source for Peter Higgs' elucidation of
the boson; a crucial insight led to work on the dynamics of neutron stars
(pulsars); and his concept of the spin glass led far afield, to developments in
practical computer algorithms and neural nets, and eventually to his involvement
in the early years of the Santa Fe Institute and his co-leadership with Kenneth
Arrow of two influential workshops on economics at that institution. His writing
career started with a much-quoted article in Science titled “More is Different” in
1971; he was an occasional columnist for Physics Today in the 1980s and 1990s.
He was more recently a reviewer of science and science-related books for the
Times (London) Higher Education Supplement as well as an occasional
contributor to Science, Nature, and other journals.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Philip W Anderson is the doyen of present-day condensed matter physics, and has written widely and
provocatively on many subjects both within and without the discipline.This collection of his essays is
guaranteed to instruct, amuse and in some cases annoy readers irrespective of their specialist backgrounds."
--Anthony Leggett, Nobel Laureate

"This is that rare book which may stimulate the reader into seeing the future, present and past of science in a
new light. Philip Anderson is not only the most influential and original scientist in the second half of the 20th
century in condensed matter physics, but also happens to be one who thinks deeply and broadly, and writes
beautifully and vividly. It is of inestimable value especially to those curious about the scientific enterprise
and possibly interested in contributing to it. The book title is a twist on an Andersonian phrase which has
become a modern mantra." --T V Ramakrishnan, Banaras Hindu University, India

"Phil Anderson has made many wonderful contributions to physics, often illustrating his favorite theme of
how more is different. I am sure readers of diverse interests will enjoy this book and learn much from it."
--Edward Witten, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton

"Anderson has put together an entertaining and instructive collection of highly readable reviews, columns,
talks, and unpublished essays on science and the scientists he has known. He is rarely inappropriately
provocative, and he is a pleasure to read". --Physics Today

"Phil Anderson has made many wonderful contributions to physics, often illustrating his favorite theme of
how more is different. I am sure readers of diverse interests will enjoy this book and learn much from it."
--Edward Witten, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton

From the Inside Flap
Philip Anderson was educated at University High School in Urbana, Illinois, at Harvard (BS 1943, PhD
1949), and further educated at Bell Laboratories, where his career (1949-1984) coincided with the greatest
period of that remarkable institution. Starting in 1967, he shared his time with Cambridge University (until
1975) and then with Princeton, where he continued full time as Joseph Henry Professor until 1997. As an
emeritus he remains active in research, and at press time he was involved in several scientific controversies
about high profile subjects, in which his point of view, though unpopular at the moment, is likely to prevail
eventually. His colleagues have made him one of the two physicists most often cited in the scientific
literature, for several decades.

His work is characterized by mathematical simplicity combined with conceptual depth, and by profound
respect for experimental findings. He has explored areas outside his main discipline, the quantum theory of
condensed matter (for which he won the 1977 Nobel Prize), on several occasions: his paper on what is now
called the "Anderson-Higgs mechanism" was a main source for Peter Higgs' elucidation of the boson; a
crucial insight led to work on the dynamics of neutron stars (pulsars); and his concept of the spin glass led
far afield, to developments in practical computer algorithms and in neural nets, and eventually to his
involvement in the early years of the Santa Fe Institute and his co-leadership with Kenneth Arrow of two
influential workshops on economics at that institution. His writing career started with a much-quoted article
in Science titled "More is Different" in 1971; he was an occasional columnist for Physics Today in the 1980s



and 1990s. He was more recently a reviewer of science- and science-related books for the Times (London)
Higher Education Supplement as well as an occasional contributor to Science, Nature, and other journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular More and Different:
Notes from a Thoughtful Curmudgeon to read.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The More and Different: Notes from a Thoughtful Curmudgeon will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Marlin Brogan:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This More and Different: Notes from a Thoughtful
Curmudgeon can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Brian Seery:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book More and Different: Notes from a Thoughtful Curmudgeon. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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