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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

When the Cold War ended and |eft the United States without one clear, monoalithic enemy or ideology to
battle, a hint of confusion and indecisiveness entered U.S. foreign policy, revealing weaknesses in the
American diplomatic tradition. However, According to Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Walter A.
McDougall, this confusion was not a result of the Cold War, but rather made more visible by the absence of
alooming conflict. Reaching back to 1776 to analyze the foreign policy decisions made during the U.S.
progression to superpower, McDougall reveal s the numerous paradoxes present in American foreign policy.

Beginning with the original intentions of the Founding Fathers and the various interpretations of those ideals
over the years, he deconstructs the role of the U.S. in global affairs, questioning both the logic and motives
of how the nation deals with friend and foe. One of McDougall's major contentions centers on efforts to
affect other countries' policies and governments by projecting U.S. standards or choices on them. Heis
particularly concerned with what he views as an overextension of resources and wisdom, and the glaring
hypocrisy such efforts reveal. He points to several examples of how time and energy was wasted trying to
change those who were uninterested or unwilling. As McDougall points out lucidly and convincingly in
Promised Land, Crusader Sate: The American Encounter With the World Snce 1776, one nation cannot
cure the mgjor ills of another, and the price of such an attempt istoo great to risk.

From Library Journal

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian McDougall renders a service here to students of diplomatic history and
genera readers alike. In aconcise analysis of U.S. diplomatic history, he defines terms such as
"isolationism," which are bandied about so casually in post-Cold War debates on U.S. foreign policy.
Adapted from his lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, this supremely readable book is presented in
conversational style. McDougall divides American diplomatic history into novel "Old Testament" and "New
Testament" phases. The Old Testament, which centered on safeguarding liberty at home, extended from the
Revolution to the 1890s; the New Testament, featuring crusades abroad, extends from the Spanish-American
War to the present. Within the two phases, he identifies eight schools of thought that battle for supremacy
today. The challenge for the future is to decide which intellectual currentsin America's view of the world
should be retained in crafting a new foreign policy. An important work; strongly recommended for all
libraries.?James Holmes, Fletcher Sch. of Diplomacy, Tufts Univ., Medford, Mass.

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

If American diplomacy can seem confusing to foreigners, that is because it partakes of eight different
traditions, suggests Pulitzer Prizewinning historian McDougall (Univ. of Pennsylvania; Let the SeaMake a
Noise, 1993, etc.) in this perceptive study. The eight traditions that McDougall explores are American
exceptionalism, unilateralism, the American System, expansionism, progressive imperialism, Wilsonianism,
containment, and globa meliorism. McDougall is at pains to correct what he sees as misreadings of the
history of American foreign policy. He argues that the hallmark of that policy in the 19th century was not
isolationism but unilateralism--in other words, avoiding permanent alliances that could endanger domestic
liberty, and intervening only when vital American interests were at stake. McDougall also undercuts
revisionist historians' claims that the American acquisition of territory after the Spanish-American War was
an imperialist grab, arguing instead that it was a measure taken to prevent foreign attempts to gain bases that
could endanger America. He offers particularly trenchant criticisms of Woodrow Wilson for opening the



door to messianic foreign interventions, and of Bill Clinton for extolling multiculturalism and diversity at
home while having ~"no tolerance of them where other countries were concerned." McDougall agrees with
the opposition of Henry Cabot Lodge and Theodore Roosevelt to Wilson's Treaty of Versailles, crediting
their opposition more to principled defense of American sovereignty than to implacable partisan and
personal opposition to the president. Above al, he convincingly argues that sacrifice for foreign clients,
whether through LBJs global social-welfare schemes or Clinton's appetite for nation-building, has
financially and morally bankrupted the US. Not pitched on the epic scale of McDougall's earlier work, thisis
asubtle, scholarly call to forsake ideology in foreign policy in favor of true national self-interest. --
Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Shafer:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Promised Land, Crusader State: The
American Encounter with the World Since 1776 will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or ideal book with you?

Titus Johnson:

The ability that you get from Promised Land, Crusader State: The American Encounter with the World Since
1776 may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Promised Land, Crusader
State: The American Encounter with the World Since 1776 giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this particular Promised Land, Crusader State: The American Encounter with the World Since
1776 instantly.

Antoinette L efebre;

This book untitled Promised Land, Crusader State: The American Encounter with the World Since 1776 to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it viaonline. The
publisher of this book sellsthe e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.



Wanda Jacobsen:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Promised Land, Crusader State: The
American Encounter with the World Since 1776 or even others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Promised Land, Crusader State: The American Encounter
with the World Since 1776 to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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