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“Five thousand years of history were here and the pattern was still
unchanged.”
 
During the years he spent among the Marsh Arabs of southern Iraq, Wilfred
Thesiger came to understand, admire and share a way of life that had endured for
many centuries. Travelling from village to village by canoe, he won acceptance
by dispensing medicines and treating the sick. In this account of his time there,
he pays tribute to the hospitality, loyalty, courage and endurance of the people,
describes their impressive reed houses, the waterways and lakes teeming with
wildlife, the herding of buffalo and hunting of wild boar, moments of tragedy and
moments of pure comedy, all in vivid, engaging detail. Untouched by the modern
world until recently, these independent people, their way of life and their
surroundings suffered widespread destruction under the regime of Saddam
Hussein. Wilfred Thesiger's magnificent account of his time spent among them is
a moving testament to their now threatened culture and the landscape they
inhabit.
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“Five thousand years of history were here and the pattern was still unchanged.”
 
During the years he spent among the Marsh Arabs of southern Iraq, Wilfred Thesiger came to understand,
admire and share a way of life that had endured for many centuries. Travelling from village to village by
canoe, he won acceptance by dispensing medicines and treating the sick. In this account of his time there, he
pays tribute to the hospitality, loyalty, courage and endurance of the people, describes their impressive reed
houses, the waterways and lakes teeming with wildlife, the herding of buffalo and hunting of wild boar,
moments of tragedy and moments of pure comedy, all in vivid, engaging detail. Untouched by the modern
world until recently, these independent people, their way of life and their surroundings suffered widespread
destruction under the regime of Saddam Hussein. Wilfred Thesiger's magnificent account of his time spent
among them is a moving testament to their now threatened culture and the landscape they inhabit.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is one thing to tell the story of an expedition . . . it is quite another to convey the atmosphere. . . . This is a
richly rewarding book." —The Observer

"His voyage through desert waters will remain, like his Arabian Sands, a classic of travel writing." —The
Times (London)

About the Author
Wilfred Thesiger (1910-2003) was a British explorer and travel writer. He was born at Addis Ababa,
Abyssinia (now Ethiopia). Educated at Eton and Oxford, he worked in the Sudan Political Service and later,
for a year, as a Political Officer for the Ethiopian Emperor, Haile Selassie. He is best known for two travel
books: Arabian Sands (1959) and The Marsh Arabs (1964).
 
Jon Lee Anderson (introducer) is one of America's most respected foreign correspondents and a staff writer
for The New Yorker. He is the author of The Lion's Grave: Dispatches From Afghanistan (2002) and The
Fall of Baghdad (2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

The event that you get from The Marsh Arabs (Penguin Classics) is the more deep you searching the
information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Marsh Arabs (Penguin Classics) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this particular The Marsh Arabs (Penguin Classics) instantly.

Amelia Brown:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take The Marsh Arabs (Penguin Classics) as the daily resource information.



Tammy Clark:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Marsh Arabs (Penguin Classics) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Tonya Quick:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Marsh Arabs (Penguin Classics) was colorful
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Marsh Arabs (Penguin Classics) has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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