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In the fourth book in Bank's acclaimed INDIAN IN THE CUPBOARD saga,
Omri and his family move to an old farmhouse, where he finds an ancient
notebook that reveals a family secret-and the mysterious origins of his magical
cupboard.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this latest installment in the award-winning Indian in the Cupboard series, Omri's fascination with the
little people of the cupboard has matured into an obsession with discovering the origin of their life-giving
magic. With the help of his great-aunt's hidden diary and a meeting with an elderly roof-thatcher, Omri is
able to piece together his own family's history--one that gave rise to the wondrous events of the last few
years. In the process he takes a big risk in allowing the secret to be disclosed to an adult. Relying much less
on the sheer derring-do typical of earlier episodes, Banks takes an introspective turn here, weaving a more
adult story of disappointment and heartbreak into Omri's ever-widening understanding of the cupboard's
mystery. Banks's series has grown up, and though some readers may miss the magical Peter Pan-like world
of earlier installments, these rich, well-rounded characters speak eloquently and entertainingly within a
polished mystery structure. While observing the parameters of a series, Banks demonstrates an impressive
versatility, never swerving from her trademark disarming candor and unaffected yet elegant style.
Illustrations not seen by PW . Ages 10-up.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6--Indian in the Cupboard (Doubleday, 1985) fans, rejoice! Here's another in the series, and it will
appeal most to those familiar with the characters and events in the earlier books. When a distant relative dies,
leaving Omri's mother an old farmhouse, the whole family moves to the country. As old thatch is removed in
preparation for reroofing, Omri finds a notebook written by "wicked" great-great-Aunt Jessica as she lay
dying, which reveals the secret of the cupboard, and how and why it, and its magic, came into being. New
little people are introduced, and once again, Omri learns the folly--and danger--of playing with people's
lives. Little Bear and Bright Stars, main characters from the previous books, make their appearance only on
the last page, when the boy's father is let in on the secret. "From now on, thought Omri, whatever happens--
and plenty will--Dad's in on it. Which is bound to make things . . . very, very complicated." One has to
wonder if he will allow the adventures to continue. --Li Stark, North Castle Public Library, Armonk, NY
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
When Omri's family moves to the country house his mother has inherited, he learns the earlier history of the
magical cupboard first featured in The Indian in the Cupboard (1980). The house belonged to distant cousin
Frederick; in its thatched roof, Omri discovers a manuscript dictated by Frederick's mother, Jessica
Charlotte, on her deathbed. A tragedy is revealed: jealous of her sister Maria (Omri's great-great-
grandmother), Jessica Charlotte- -music-hall singer, unwed mother, and family outcast--stole a pair of her
earrings, unwittingly setting off events that left Maria widowed and impoverished. The cupboard was Jessica
Charlotte's; now, when Omri finds her toy figures, he uses it to bring them to life, hoping to avert the tragedy
by sending them back to her time--belatedly realizing that this may cancel his own existence. Though the
story begins slowly, Banks plots expertly, introducing new figures, bringing in old ones for cameo
appearances, and even furthering Omri's nice relationship with his dad. There's not much chance to
stereotype Native Americans here, as Banks was charged with earlier, but Jessica Charlotte is certainly a
caricature of a music-hall singer; one wonders whether it's reasonable, or merely foolish, to deplore such
shorthand in popular fiction. Not the best ``Cupboard'' book, but fans won't want to miss it; with a first
printing of 75,000, they won't have to. (Fiction. 10-13) -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Mystery of the
Cupboard is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Shad Broussard:

This book untitled The Mystery of the Cupboard to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind
of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Annmarie Windham:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Mystery of the Cupboard your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before.
The The Mystery of the Cupboard giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kathy Davis:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Mystery of the Cupboard when you required it?
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