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"I define the Neutral as that which outplays the paradigm, or rather | call Neutral
everything that baffles paradigm.” With these words, Roland Barthes describes a
concept that profoundly shaped hiswork and was the subject of alandmark series
of lectures delivered in 1978 at the College de France, just two years before his
death. Not published in France until 2002, and appearing in English for the first
time, these creative and engaging lectures deepen our understanding of Roland
Barthes'sintellectual itinerary and reveal his distinctive style as thinker and
teacher.

The Neutra (le neutre), as Barthes describes it, escapes or undoes the
paradigmatic binary oppositions that structure and produce meaning in Western
thought and discourse. These binaries are found in all aspects of human society
ranging from language to sexuality to politics. For Barthes, the attempt to
deconstruct or escape from these binaries has profound ethical, philosophical,
and linguistic implications.

The Neutral is comprised of the prewritten texts from which Barthes lectured and
centers around 23 "figures,” also referred to as "traits' or "twinklings," that are
possible embodiments of the Neutral (sleep, silence, tact, etc.) or of the anti-
Neutral (anger, arrogance, conflict, etc.). His lectures draw on a diverse set of
authors and intellectual traditions, including Lao-tzu, Tolstoy, German
mysticism, classical philosophy, Rousseau, Baudelaire, Walter Benjamin, and
John Cage. Barthes's idiosyncratic approach to his subjects gives the lectures a
playful, personal, and even joyous quality that enhances hisrich insights.

In addition to hisreflections on avariety of literary and scholarly works,
Barthes's personal convictions and the events of hislife shaped the course and
content of the lectures. Most prominently, as Barthes admits, the recent death of
his mother and the idea of mourning shape several of hislectures.
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Editorial Review
Review
Insightful comments on topics from negative theology to Thomas De Quincy's drug use.

(Library Journal)

His thinking in The Neutral, had never been so mournful, so ample, so warm, so unembarrassed, so alive.

(Wayne Koestenbaum Artforum)

Remarkable for the combination of intensely personal and idiosyncratic preoccupations with immensely
wide literary and philosophical reference points. Times Literary Supplement

(Michael Sheringham Times Literary Supplement)

A powerful lesson about the balanced, engaged life.

(Rain Taxi, online edition)

An excellent English trandation... Thisis abeautiful book.
(Sharon M. Meagher Philosophy In Review)
About the Author

Roland Barthes was one of the most influentia critics and philosophers of the twentieth century. His works
include Mythologies, SZ, A Lover's Discourse, and Camera Lucida.

Rosalind Krauss is University Professor of Modern Art and Theory at Columbia University. She is the author
of The Optical Unconscious, Formless: A User's Guide, The Picasso Papers, and Bachelors, among other
works.

Denis Hollier is Professor of French Literature at New Y ork University. He is the editor of A New History of
French Literature and the author of Absent Without Leave: French Literature Under the Threat of War.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this



point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Neutral: Lecture Course at the
College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism)
book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dee Alaniz;

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this The Neutral: Lecture Course at the
College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism)
book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book hundred % guarantees
thereisno doubt in it everbody knows.

Robert Thomas:

This The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Seriesin
Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978)
(European Perspectives: A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) can be on the list of great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditionsin the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Neutral: Lecture Course at
the College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Seriesin Social Thought and Cultural
Criticism) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Jose Brown:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
aright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Neutral:

L ecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Seriesin Social Thought
and Cultural Criticism) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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