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Cardinal rule #1 for surviving school: Don't get noticed by the mean kids.

Cardinal rule #2 for surviving school: Seek out groups with similar interests and
join them.

On her first day at her new school, Penelope--Peppi--Torres reminds herself of
these basics. But when she trips into a quiet boy in the hall, Jaime Thompson,
she's already broken the first rule, and the mean kids start calling her the "nerder
girlfriend." How does she handle this crisis? By shoving poor Jaime and running
away!

Falling back on rule two and surrounding herself with new friends in the art club,
Peppi still can't help feeling ashamed about the way she treated Jaime. Things are
already awkward enough between the two, but to make matters worse, he's a
member of her own club's archrivals--the science club! And when the two clubs
go to war, Peppi realizes that sometimes you have to break the rules to survive
middle school!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 5 Up—Flawed protagonist Peppi is fantastically imperfect in this middle school graphic novel. She is the
new girl at Berrybrook Middle School and is having a hard time fitting in because of her struggles with
social anxiety. The work opens with the young teen pushing away the first person who tries to help her,
Jaime, and it only gets more awkward from there. A feud between Peppi's after-school art club and Jaime's
science club springs up. Can the two groups stop fighting long enough to earn a spot in the school fair? Will
Peppi overcome her social anxiety and apologize to Jaime? Will any of them feel comfortable enough in
their own skins to have a good school year? The story is told with a clear, believable voice. Diversity is
reflected in this average middle school setting, and there are characters from a variety of ethnicities and are
differently abled. Chmakova is an adept storyteller and organically incorporates messages of kindness and
understanding without being preachy. The placement of the text and images were carefully considered. The
illustrations and lettering are playful, bright, and fun, in keeping with the tone of the work. Readers will
connect with the relatable, complex characters. VERDICT A superb graphic novel that authentically depicts
the naturally awkward adolescent years.—Julie Zimmerman, Brooklyn Public Library

About the Author
Svetlana Chmakova was born and raised in Russia until the age of 16, when her family emigrated to Canada.
She quickly made a name for herself with works like Dramacon, Nightschool, the manga adaptation of
James Patterson's Witch & Wizard, and the webcomic Chasing Rainbows. She graduated from Sheridan
College with a three-year Classical Animation Diploma. Her latest work for middle grade readers, Awkward,
has been a runaway critical success and was named one of YALSA's 2016 Top Ten Great Graphic Novels
for Teens!

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Awkward is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Sheila Gallagher:

The book Awkward will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book
Awkward is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.



Susan Rooks:

The book Awkward has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book.
That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

John Kirk:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Awkward that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible
to pick Awkward become your starter.
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