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Sergei Bondarchuk’s War and Peace, one of the world’s greatest film epics,
originated as a consequence of the Cold War. Conceived as a response to King
Vidor’s War and Peace, Bondarchuk’s surpassed that film in every way, giving
the USSR one small victory in the cultural Cold War for hearts and minds. This
book, taking up Bondarchuk’s masterpiece as a Cold War film, an epic, a literary
adaptation, a historical drama, and a rival to Vidor’s Hollywood version,
recovers—and expands—a lost chapter in the cultural and political history of the
twentieth century.

Like many great works of literature, Tolstoy’s epic tale proved a major challenge
to filmmakers. After several early efforts to capture the story’s grandeur, it was
not until 1956 that King Vidor dared to bring War and Peace to the big screen.
American critics were lukewarm about the film, but it was shown in the Soviet
Union to popular acclaim. This book tells the story of how the Soviet
government, military, and culture ministry—all eager to reclaim this Russian
masterpiece from their Cold War enemies—pulled together to make
Bondarchuk’s War and Peace possible. Bondarchuk, an actor who had directed
only one film, was an unlikely choice for director, and yet he produced one of the
great works of Soviet cinema, a worthy homage to Tolstoy’s masterpiece—an
achievement only sweetened when Russia’s Cold War adversary recognized it
with the Academy Award’s Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film of 1968.

Denise Youngblood examines the film as an epic (and at seven hours long,
released in four parts, at a cost of nearly $700,000,000 in today’s dollars, it was
certainly that), a literary adaptation, a complex reflection on history, and a
significant artifact of the cultural Cold War between the US and the USSR. From
its various angles, the book shows us Bondarchuk’s extraordinary film in its
many dimensions—aesthetic, political, and historical—even as it reveals what
the film tells us about how Soviet patriotism and historical memory were
constructed during the Cold War.
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Sergei Bondarchuk’s War and Peace, one of the world’s greatest film epics, originated as a consequence of
the Cold War. Conceived as a response to King Vidor’s War and Peace, Bondarchuk’s surpassed that film in
every way, giving the USSR one small victory in the cultural Cold War for hearts and minds. This book,
taking up Bondarchuk’s masterpiece as a Cold War film, an epic, a literary adaptation, a historical drama,
and a rival to Vidor’s Hollywood version, recovers—and expands—a lost chapter in the cultural and political
history of the twentieth century.

Like many great works of literature, Tolstoy’s epic tale proved a major challenge to filmmakers. After
several early efforts to capture the story’s grandeur, it was not until 1956 that King Vidor dared to bring War
and Peace to the big screen. American critics were lukewarm about the film, but it was shown in the Soviet
Union to popular acclaim. This book tells the story of how the Soviet government, military, and culture
ministry—all eager to reclaim this Russian masterpiece from their Cold War enemies—pulled together to
make Bondarchuk’s War and Peace possible. Bondarchuk, an actor who had directed only one film, was an
unlikely choice for director, and yet he produced one of the great works of Soviet cinema, a worthy homage
to Tolstoy’s masterpiece—an achievement only sweetened when Russia’s Cold War adversary recognized it
with the Academy Award’s Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film of 1968.

Denise Youngblood examines the film as an epic (and at seven hours long, released in four parts, at a cost of
nearly $700,000,000 in today’s dollars, it was certainly that), a literary adaptation, a complex reflection on
history, and a significant artifact of the cultural Cold War between the US and the USSR. From its various
angles, the book shows us Bondarchuk’s extraordinary film in its many dimensions—aesthetic, political, and
historical—even as it reveals what the film tells us about how Soviet patriotism and historical memory were
constructed during the Cold War.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As Youngblood argues in her engrossing book, Sergei Bondarchuk’s film adaptation should be considered
an epic, one that captures many important aspects of Soviet culture in the 1960s."—Stephen M. Norris,
author of Blockbuster History in the New Russia: Movies, Memory, and Patriotism "A tour de force . . .
Every class in film studies, Russian literature, and Cold War history will greatly benefit from this
book."—Anna Lawton, author of Before the Fall: Soviet Cinema in the Gorbachev Years "A highly
informative and engaging book that will appeal to film buffs, Tolstoy aficionados, and scholars alike."—
Andrew D. Kaufman, author of Give War and Peace a Chance: Tolstoyan Wisdom for Troubled Times

"Youngblood shows how a careful, scholarly comprehensive treatment of a film subject can be presented in a
short, accessible format."—Cineaste

"A tour de force . . . Every class in film studies, Russian literature, and Cold War history will greatly benefit
from this book."—

Anna Lawton, author of Before the Fall: Soviet Cinema in the Gorbachev Years

"As Youngblood argues in her engrossing book, Sergei Bondarchuk’s film adaptation should be considered
an epic, one that captures many important aspects of Soviet culture in the 1960s."—

Stephen M. Norris, author of Blockbuster History in the New Russia: Movies, Memory, and Patriotism

"A highly informative and engaging book that will appeal to film buffs, Tolstoy aficionados, and scholars
alike."—

Andrew D. Kaufman, author of Give War and Peace a Chance: Tolstoyan Wisdom for Troubled Times

About the Author
Denise J. Youngblood is professor of history and former vice provost for faculty and academic affairs at the
University of Vermont. Her books include Movies for the Masses: Popular Cinema and Soviet Society in the
1920s and The Magic Mirror: Moviemaking in Russia 1908-1918.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Raap:

The reason why? Because this Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary Classic to Soviet Cinematic Epic is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill



and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Carlos Terrill:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Bondarchuk's War and Peace:
Literary Classic to Soviet Cinematic Epic that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you could pick Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary Classic to Soviet Cinematic Epic
become your current starter.

Melissa Peterson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary Classic to Soviet Cinematic Epic offer you a new experience in
reading through a book.

Barbra Walker:

You will get this Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary Classic to Soviet Cinematic Epic by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.
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