
Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-
1922

By Alasdair MacIntyre

Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 By Alasdair MacIntyre

Edith Stein lived an unconventional life. Born into a devout Jewish family, she
drifted into atheism in her mid teens, took up the study of philosophy, studied
with Edmund Husserl, the founder of phenomenology, became a pioneer in the
women's movement in Germany, a military nurse in World War I, converted
from atheism to Catholic Christianity, became a Carmelite nun, was murdered at
Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1942, and canonized by Pope John Paul II. Renowned
philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre here presents a fascinating account of Edith
Stein's formative development as a philosopher. To accomplish this, he offers a
concise survey of her context, German philosophy in the first decades of the
twentieth century. His treatment of Stein demonstrates how philosophy can form
a person and not simply be an academic formulation in the abstract. MacIntyre
probes the phenomenon of conversion in Stein as well as contemporaries Franz
Rosenzweig, and Georg Luckas. His clear and concise account of Stein's
formation in the context of her mentors and colleagues reveals the crucial
questions and insights that her writings offer to those who study Husserl,
Heidegger or the Thomism of the 1920's and 30's. Written with a clarity that
reaches beyond an academic audience, this book will reward careful study by
anyone interested in Edith Stein as thinker, pioneer and saint.
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Edith Stein lived an unconventional life. Born into a devout Jewish family, she drifted into atheism in her
mid teens, took up the study of philosophy, studied with Edmund Husserl, the founder of phenomenology,
became a pioneer in the women's movement in Germany, a military nurse in World War I, converted from
atheism to Catholic Christianity, became a Carmelite nun, was murdered at Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1942, and
canonized by Pope John Paul II. Renowned philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre here presents a fascinating
account of Edith Stein's formative development as a philosopher. To accomplish this, he offers a concise
survey of her context, German philosophy in the first decades of the twentieth century. His treatment of Stein
demonstrates how philosophy can form a person and not simply be an academic formulation in the abstract.
MacIntyre probes the phenomenon of conversion in Stein as well as contemporaries Franz Rosenzweig, and
Georg Luckas. His clear and concise account of Stein's formation in the context of her mentors and
colleagues reveals the crucial questions and insights that her writings offer to those who study Husserl,
Heidegger or the Thomism of the 1920's and 30's. Written with a clarity that reaches beyond an academic
audience, this book will reward careful study by anyone interested in Edith Stein as thinker, pioneer and
saint.
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Editorial Review

Review
Among many other virtues of this study of Stein as thinker is MacIntyre's magnificent demonstration of how
any philosopher must be situated in the context of where she studied, who her mentors were and the
historical moment both inside and outside the academy. A bravo performance. (Kenneth L. Woodward,
Contributing Editor, Newsweek)

A remarkable intellectual biography that ends, rather than begins, with [Stein's] conversion. … Edith Stein is
a splendid philosophical book, whose significance over time may come to rival that of After Virtue. (First
Things)

Edith Stein requir[es] slow and careful reading. . . . Nevertheless it opens the eyes to the interest of Stein's
early work and its context within the still too obscure world of Continental philosophy. (Times Literary
Supplement)

Throughout, MacIntyre has shown the appreciation of phenomenology that could have changed the course of
Anglo-American philosophy had Ryle not followed up on his early review of Heidegger. (Robert E. Wood
American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly, Winter 2010)

MacIntyre gives us a meticulously researched biographical introduction.... Very enriching for the reader....
For anyone with a serious interest in Edith as a philosopher - or those with philosophical interests wanting to
know more about early 20th-century phenomenology - then this will be required reading. (Food For The
Journey, July-September 2010)

Alasdair MacIntyre shows how the word 'philosophical' can be said of a life as well as a doctrine. He
describes the people, events, and ideas in whose company Edith Stein lived in the decade that led to her
baptism in 1922, and he defines phenomenology not as a method but as a disposition to let the truth of things
come to light. His study of Stein's conversion and those of Reinach (to Protestantism), Rosenzweig (to
Judaism) and Lukács (to Marxism) helps us understand the difference between reason and faith. (Fr. Robert
Sokolowski, Ph.D., professor of philosophy, Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.)

About the Author
Alasdair MacIntyre is senior research professor of philosophy at University of Notre Dame, IN. He is the
author of nine books, including the influential After Virtue, Three Rival Versions of Moral Enquiry, and A
Short History of Ethics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they



don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Edith Stein: A Philosophical
Prologue, 1913-1922. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Ruth Barr:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Pierre Winter:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Edith Stein: A Philosophical
Prologue, 1913-1922 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Myra Hackett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue,
1913-1922 reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Edith Stein: A
Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.
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