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We know very little about the fox and its habits—and our ignorance, Martin
Wallen argues, is rooted in the fox’s bad reputation. Lowly, sly, and classified as
vermin, foxes raid henhouses and garbage bins, spread disease, and injure
domestic pets. At the same time, foxes are often considered beautiful,
mysterious, and even oddly human. This book is the first to fully explore the fox
as the object of both derision and fascination, from the forests of North America
to the deserts of Africa to the Arctic tundra.

Whether portrayed as an unrepentant thief, a shape-shifter, or an outlaw, the
fox’s primary purpose in literature, Wallen demonstrates, is to disrupt human
order. In Chinese folklore, for example, the fox becomes a cunning mistress,
luring human men away from their wives. Wallen also discusses the numerous
ways in which fox-related terms have entered the vernacular, from “foxy lady” to
the process of “foxing,” or souring beer during fermentation. Thoughtful and
illuminating, Fox shows that this lovely creature is as beguiling as it is
controversial.
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We know very little about the fox and its habits—and our ignorance, Martin Wallen argues, is rooted in the
fox’s bad reputation. Lowly, sly, and classified as vermin, foxes raid henhouses and garbage bins, spread
disease, and injure domestic pets. At the same time, foxes are often considered beautiful, mysterious, and
even oddly human. This book is the first to fully explore the fox as the object of both derision and
fascination, from the forests of North America to the deserts of Africa to the Arctic tundra.

Whether portrayed as an unrepentant thief, a shape-shifter, or an outlaw, the fox’s primary purpose in
literature, Wallen demonstrates, is to disrupt human order. In Chinese folklore, for example, the fox becomes
a cunning mistress, luring human men away from their wives. Wallen also discusses the numerous ways in
which fox-related terms have entered the vernacular, from “foxy lady” to the process of “foxing,” or souring
beer during fermentation. Thoughtful and illuminating, Fox shows that this lovely creature is as beguiling as
it is controversial.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Incisive and erudite."
(The Independent 2007-01-18)

About the Author

Martin Wallen is professor of English at Oklahoma State University. He is the author of Coleridge’s
"Ancient Mariner": An Experimental Edition of TextsandRevisions and City of Health, Fields of Disease:
Revolution in the Poetry, Medicine, and Philosophy of Romanticism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Sanders:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Fox (Animal) book as beginning and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Dustin Singh:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Fox (Animal), it is possible to enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Olga Snider:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Fox (Animal) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can
pick Fox (Animal) become your current starter.



Sean Jones:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Fox (Animal) as well as others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Fox (Animal) to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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